


new testament

for kids
books  Bibleof 

the

NEW INTERNAT IONAL READER ’S  VERS IONTHE

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   1 6/19/17   10:38 AM



NIrV, The Books of the Bible for Kids: New Testament 
Copyright © 2017 by Biblica 
Illustrations © 2017 by Zondervan

The Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version® 
Copyright © 1995, 1996, 1998, 2014 by Biblica, Inc.® 
All rights reserved

Published by Zonderkidz 
3900 Sparks Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546, U.S.A.

www.zonderkidz.com

Library of Congress Catalog Card Number 2017941837

The “NIrV” and “New International Reader’s Version” are trademarks registered in the United States 
Patent and Trademark Office by Biblica, Inc.® Use of either trademark requires the permission of Biblica, 
Inc.®

The NIrV text may be quoted in any form (written, visual, electronic or audio), up to and inclusive of five 
hundred (500) verses without express written permission of the publisher, providing the verses quoted 
do not amount to a complete book of the Bible nor do the verses quoted account for 25 percent or 
more of the total text of the work in which they are quoted.

Notice of copyright must appear on the title or copyright page of the work as follows:

Scriptures taken from The Holy Bible, New International Reader’s Version®, NIrV®. Copyright 
© 1995, 1996, 1998, 2014 by Biblica, Inc.® Used by permission. All rights reserved worldwide.

When quotations from the NIrV text are used in non-saleable media, such as church bulletins, orders of 
service, posters, transparencies or similar media, a complete copyright notice is not required, but the 
initials (NIrV) must appear at the end of each quotation.

Any commentary or other biblical reference work produced for commercial sale that uses the New 
International Reader’s Version must obtain written permission for use of the NIrV text.

Permission requests for commercial use that exceed the above guidelines must be directed to, and 
approved in writing by, Zondervan, 3900 Sparks Dr. SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49546.

Permission requests for non-commercial use that exceed the above guidelines must be directed to, 
and approved in writing by, Biblica, Inc.®, 1820 Jet Stream Drive, Colorado Springs, CO 80921.  www.
Biblica.com

Any Internet addresses (websites, blogs, etc.) and telephone numbers in this Bible are offered as a 
resource. They are not intended in any way to  be or imply an endorsement by Zondervan, nor does 
Zondervan vouch for the content of these sites and numbers for the life of this Bible.

Zonderkidz is a trademark of Zondervan.

Illustrations by Valeria Cis

All rights reserved.

Printed in the United States of America NIrV 2014

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 /DCI/ 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1

You will be pleased to know that a portion of the purchase price of your new NIrV 
Bible has been provided to Biblica, Inc.® to help spread the gospel of Jesus Christ 
around the world!

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   2 6/19/17   10:38 AM



Contents
Introduction to the New Testament   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5

 Day 1: Luke-Acts, part 1   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7
 Day 2: Luke-Acts, part 2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 14
 Day 3: Luke-Acts, part 3   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 22
 Day 4: Luke-Acts, part 4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 29
 Day 5: Luke-Acts, part 5  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 36
 Day 6: Luke-Acts, part 6  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 43
 Day 7: Luke-Acts, part 7   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 51
 Day 8: Luke-Acts, part 8  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 58
 Day 9: Luke-Acts, part 9  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 65
 Day 10: Luke-Acts, part 10  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 71
 Day 11: 1–2 Thessalonians  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 78
 Day 12: 1 Corinthians, part 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 86
 Day 13: 1 Corinthians, part 2   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 93
 Day 14: 2 Corinthians .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 100
 Day 15: Galatians   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 107
 Day 16: Romans, part 1   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .112
 Day 17: Romans, part 2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 119
 Day 18: Colossians  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 126
 Day 19: Ephesians, Philemon  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 133
 Day 20: Philippians, 1 Timothy .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 140
 Day 21: Titus, 2 Timothy  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 147
 Day 22: Matthew, part 1 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 154
 Day 23: Matthew, part 2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 162
 Day 24: Matthew, part 3   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 169
 Day 25: Matthew, part 4  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 176
 Day 26: Matthew, part 5   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 183
 Day 27: Hebrews, part 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 190
 Day 28: Hebrews, part 2   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 196
 Day 29: James  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .202
 Day 30: Mark, part 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .209
 Day 31: Mark, part 2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 217

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   3 6/19/17   10:38 AM



 Day 32: 1 Peter  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 225
 Day 33: 2 Peter, Jude  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 231
 Day 34: John, part 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 237
 Day 35: John, part 2   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 244
 Day 36: John, part 3   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 251
 Day 37: 1–3 John   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 258
 Day 38: Revelation, part 1  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 265
 Day 39: Revelation, part 2  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 272
 Day 40: Revelation, part 3  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 280

A Word About the NIrV  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 287

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   4 6/19/17   10:39 AM



5

introduction to the New Testament
The New Testament is a collection of books written many years 
ago. Together, they tell the story of Jesus and the very first people 
who followed him. The New Testament is also part of a much bigger 
collection known as “the Bible.”

Long ago, the Bible tells us, God created the world. Everything he 
made was good. But creation turned its back on God. Suddenly, the 
whole world was held captive by sin and death.

So God set out to rescue us—to save us from sin and death and make 
things right. The story came to a climax two thousand years ago, 
when Jesus of Nazareth, the Son of God, came to earth.

As you read these stories and letters from the New Testament, you’ll 
hear about how Jesus came to rescue us. You’ll hear how his very first 
followers lived—and sometimes died—for him.

But don’t just read these stories. You’re invited to become part of the 
story. Because it’s not over. God is still at work. And you have a part to 
play.
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7

DAY 1

LUKE-ACTS , PART 1

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 1
The story you’re about to read was written by a doctor named Luke. 
Luke wanted his friend Theophilus to know about Jesus, so he wrote a 
book. Two books, actually: the Gospel of Luke and the book of Acts.

In the first book, God keeps a promise he made to the people of 
Israel (who were called Jews) by sending Jesus, their long-awaited 
King.

But Jesus also invites non-Jewish people called Gentiles to follow him, 
because Jesus loves everyone. This was very good news, especially for 
Theophilus, who might have been a Gentile himself.

Luke worked hard to make sure he got his facts right. He wanted 
Theophilus to know he could bet his life on this story. So Luke used 
many reliable sources. Can you guess what some of them might’ve 
been?

Well, there were letters and speeches; songs and travel journals; 
notes from when people went to court; testimonies from eyewitnesses 
who knew Jesus; and more.

As you read, remember: this is not just any story. This is the true 
story of Jesus.

p
Many peo ple have at tempt ed to  write  about the  things that have 

tak en  place  among us. Re ports of  these  things were hand ed down 
to us.  There were peo ple who saw  these  things for them selves 
from the be gin ning. They saw them and then  passed the word on. 
With this in mind, I my self have care ful ly  looked into ev ery thing 
from the be gin ning. So I also de cid ed to  write down an or der ly 
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8  Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1

re port of ex act ly what hap pened. I am do ing this for you, most 
ex cel lent The oph i lus. I want you to know that the  things you have 
been  taught are true.

p
In the  sixth  month af ter Eliz a beth had be come preg nant, God 

sent the an gel Ga bri el to Naz a reth, a town in Gal i lee. He was sent 
to a vir gin. The girl was en gaged to a man  named Jo seph. He came 
from the fam i ly line of Da vid. The vir gin’s name was Mary. The 
an gel greet ed her and said, “The Lord has  blessed you in a spe cial 
way. He is with you.”

Mary was very up set be cause of his  words. She won dered what 
kind of greet ing this  could be. But the an gel said to her, “Do not 
be  afraid, Mary. God is very  pleased with you. You will be come 
preg nant and give  birth to a son. You must call him  Jesus. He will 
be  great and will be  called the Son of the Most High God. The Lord 
God will make him a king like his fa ther Da vid of long ago. The Son 
of the Most High God will rule for ev er over his peo ple. They are 
from the fam i ly line of Ja cob. That king dom will nev er end.”

“How can this hap pen?” Mary  asked the an gel. “I am a vir gin.”
The an gel an swered, “The Holy Spir it will come to you. The 

pow er of the Most High God will cov er you. So the holy one that 
is born will be  called the Son of God. Your rel a tive Eliz a beth will 
have a  child even  though she is old. Peo ple  thought she  could not 
have chil dren. But she has been preg nant for six  months now. 
 That’s be cause what God says will al ways come true.”

“I  serve the Lord,” Mary an swered. “May it hap pen to me just as 
you said it  would.” Then the an gel left her.

p
In  those days, Cae sar Au gus tus made a law. It re quired that a list 

be made of ev ery one in the  whole Ro man  world. It was the  first 
time a list was made of the peo ple  while Qui rin i us was gov er nor 
of Syr ia. Ev ery one went to  their own town to be list ed.

So Jo seph went also. He went from the town of Naz a reth in Gal
i lee to Ju dea. That is  where Beth le hem, the town of Da vid, was. 
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Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1  9

Jo seph went  there be cause he be longed to the fam i ly line of Da vid. 
He went  there with Mary to be list ed. Mary was en gaged to him. 
She was ex pect ing a baby.  While Jo seph and Mary were  there, the 
time came for the  child to be born. She gave  birth to her  first baby. 
It was a boy. She  wrapped him in  large  strips of  cloth. Then she 
 placed him in a man ger.  That’s be cause  there was no  guest room 
 where they  could stay.

 There were shep herds liv ing out in the  fields near by. It was 
 night, and they were tak ing care of  their  sheep. An an gel of the 
Lord ap peared to them. And the glo ry of the Lord  shone  around 
them. They were ter ri fied. But the an gel said to them, “Do not be 
 afraid. I  bring you good news. It will  bring  great joy for all the peo
ple. To day in the town of Da vid a Sav ior has been born to you. He 
is the Mes si ah, the Lord. Here is how you will know I am tell ing 
you the  truth. You will find a baby  wrapped in  strips of  cloth and 
ly ing in a man ger.”

Sud den ly a  large  group of an gels from heav en also ap peared. 
They were prais ing God. They said,

  “May glory be given to God in the highest heaven!
  And may peace be given to those he is pleased with on 

earth!”

The an gels left and went into heav en. Then the shep herds said 
to one an oth er, “ Let’s go to Beth le hem.  Let’s see this  thing that has 
hap pened,  which the Lord has told us  about.”

So they hur ried off and  found Mary and Jo seph and the baby. 
The baby was ly ing in the man ger. Af ter the shep herds had seen 
him, they told ev ery one. They re port ed what the an gel had said 
 about this  child. All who  heard it were  amazed at what the shep
herds said to them. But Mary kept all  these  things like a se cret 
trea sure in her  heart. She  thought  about them over and over. The 
shep herds re turned. They gave glo ry and  praise to God. Ev ery
thing they had seen and  heard was just as they had been told.

When the  child was  eight days old, he was cir cum cised. At the 
same time he was  named  Jesus. This was the name the an gel had 
giv en him be fore his moth er be came preg nant.

Jo seph and Mary did ev ery thing the Law of the Lord re quired. 
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1 0  Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1

Then they re turned to Gal i lee. They went to  their own town of 
Naz a reth. And the  child grew and be came  strong. He was very 
wise. He was  blessed by  God’s  grace.

p
Ev ery year  Jesus’ par ents went to Je ru sa lem for the Pass over 

 Feast. When  Jesus was 12  years old, they went up to the  feast as 
usu al. Af ter the  feast was over, his par ents left to go back home. 
The boy  Jesus  stayed be hind in Je ru sa lem. But they were not  aware 
of it. They  thought he was some where in  their  group. So they trav
eled on for a day. Then they be gan to look for him  among  their 
rel a tives and  friends. They did not find him. So they went back to 
Je ru sa lem to look for him. Af ter  three days they  found him in the 
tem ple court yard. He was sit ting with the teach ers. He was lis ten
ing to them and ask ing them ques tions. Ev ery one who  heard him 
was  amazed at how much he un der stood. They also were  amazed 
at his an swers. When his par ents saw him, they were  amazed. His 
moth er said to him, “Son, why have you treat ed us like this? Your 
fa ther and I have been wor ried  about you. We have been look ing 
for you ev ery where.”

“Why were you look ing for me?” he  asked. “ Didn’t you know I 
had to be in my Fa ther’s  house?” But they did not un der stand what 
he  meant by that.

Then he went back to Naz a reth with them, and he  obeyed them. 
But his moth er kept all  these  things like a se cret trea sure in her 
 heart.  Jesus be came wis er and stron ger. He also be came more and 
more pleas ing to God and to peo ple.

p
Ti be ri us Cae sar had been rul ing for 15  years. Pon tius Pi late was 

gov er nor of Ju dea. Her od was the rul er of Gal i lee. His broth er 
Phil ip was the rul er of It u rea and Trac o ni tis. Ly sa ni as was rul er of 
Ab i le ne. An nas and Cai a phas were high  priests. At that time  God’s 
word came to John, son of Zech a ri ah, in the des ert. He went into 
all the coun try side  around the Jor dan Riv er.  There he  preached 
that peo ple  should be bap tized and turn away from  their sins. 
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Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1  1 1

Then God  would for give them. Here is what is writ ten in the book 
of Isa iah the proph et. It says,

  “A messenger is calling out in the desert,
  ‘Prepare the way for the Lord.
  Make straight paths for him.
  Every valley will be filled in.
  Every mountain and hill will be made level.
  The crooked roads will become straight.
  The rough ways will become smooth.
  And all people will see God’s salvation.’ ” 

John  spoke to the  crowds com ing to be bap tized by him. He said, 
“You are like a nest of poi son ous  snakes! Who  warned you to es
cape the com ing of  God’s an ger? Live in a way that  shows you have 
 turned away from your sins. And  don’t  start say ing to your selves, 
‘Abra ham is our fa ther.’ I tell you, God can  raise up chil dren for 
Abra ham even from  these  stones. The ax is al ready ly ing at the 
 roots of the  trees. All the  trees that  don’t pro duce good  fruit will 
be cut down. They will be  thrown into the fire.”

“Then what  should we do?” the  crowd  asked.
John an swered, “Any one who has ex tra  clothes  should  share 

with the one who has none. And any one who has ex tra food 
 should do the same.”

Even tax col lec tors came to be bap tized. “Teach er,” they  asked, 
“what  should we do?”

“ Don’t col lect any more than you are re quired to,” John told 
them.

Then some sol diers  asked him, “And what  should we do?”
John re plied, “ Don’t  force peo ple to give you mon ey.  Don’t  bring 

 false charg es  against peo ple. Be hap py with your pay.”
The peo ple were wait ing. They were ex pect ing some thing. They 

were all won der ing in  their  hearts if John  might be the Mes si ah. 
John an swered them all, “I bap tize you with wa ter. But one who is 
more pow er ful than I am will come. I’m not good  enough to un tie 
the  straps of his san dals. He will bap tize you with the Holy Spir it 
and fire. His pitch fork is in his hand to toss the  straw away from 
his thresh ing  floor. He will gath er the  wheat into his barn. But he 
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12  Day  1  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1

will burn up the  husks with fire that  can’t be put out.” John said 
many oth er  things to warn the peo ple. He also an nounced the 
good news to them.

When all the peo ple were be ing bap tized,  Jesus was bap tized too. 
And as he was pray ing, heav en was  opened. The Holy Spir it came 
to rest on him in the form of a dove. A  voice came from heav en. It 
said, “You are my Son, and I love you. I am very  pleased with you.”

 Jesus was  about 30  years old when he be gan his spe cial work for 
God and oth ers. It was  thought that he was the son of Jo seph.

p
 Jesus, full of the Holy Spir it, left the Jor dan Riv er. The Spir it led 

him into the des ert.  There the dev il tempt ed him for 40 days.  Jesus 
ate noth ing dur ing that time. At the end of the 40 days, he was 
hun gry.

The dev il said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this  stone 
to be come  bread.”

 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten, ‘Man must not live only on  bread.’ ” 
Then the dev il led  Jesus up to a high  place. In an in stant, he 

 showed  Jesus all the king doms of the  world. He said to  Jesus, “I 
will give you all  their au thor i ty and glo ry. It has been giv en to me, 
and I can give it to any one I want to. If you wor ship me, it will all 
be  yours.”

 Jesus an swered, “It is writ ten, ‘Wor ship the Lord your God. He is 
the only one you  should  serve.’ ” 

Then the dev il led  Jesus to Je ru sa lem. He had  Jesus  stand on the 
high est  point of the tem ple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, 
“ throw your self down from here. It is writ ten,

  “ ‘The Lord will command his angels to take good care of you.
  They will lift you up in their hands.
  Then you won’t trip over a stone.’ ”  

 Jesus an swered, “Scrip ture says, ‘Do not test the Lord your God.’ ” 
When the dev il fin ished all this tempt ing, he left  Jesus un til a 

bet ter time.
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DAY 2

LUKE-ACTS , PART 2

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 2
Jesus is all grown up. His job? Telling others that God’s kingdom has 
come to earth. But he doesn’t just talk about it. He shows it by doing 
all sorts of amazing things.

As you read, see if you notice what kind of people Jesus likes to hang 
out with. Does he stick to the popular crowd, or does he spend most of 
his time with outsiders—the poor, the sick, the hungry?

p
 Jesus re turned to Gal i lee in the pow er of the Holy Spir it. News 

 about him  spread  through the  whole coun try side. He was teach ing 
in  their syn a gogues, and ev ery one  praised him.

 Jesus went to Naz a reth,  where he had been  brought up. On the 
Sab bath day he went into the syn a gogue as he usu al ly did. He 
 stood up to read. And the  scroll of Isa iah the proph et was hand ed 
to him.  Jesus un rolled it and  found the  right  place.  There it is 
 writ ten,

  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me.
  He has anointed me
  to announce the good news to poor people.
  He has sent me to announce freedom for prisoners.
  He has sent me so that the blind will see again.
  He wants me to set free those who are treated badly.
  And he has sent me to announce the year when he will set 

his people free.”  
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Then  Jesus  rolled up the  scroll. He gave it back to the at ten dant 
and sat down. The eyes of ev ery one in the syn a gogue were star ing 
at him. He be gan by say ing to them, “To day this pas sage of Scrip
ture is com ing true as you lis ten.”

p
One day  Jesus was stand ing by the Sea of Gal i lee. The peo ple 

crowd ed  around him and lis tened to the word of God.  Jesus saw 
two  boats at the edge of the wa ter. They had been left  there by 
the fish er men, who were wash ing  their nets. He got into the boat 
that be longed to Si mon.  Jesus  asked him to go out a lit tle way from 
 shore. Then he sat down in the boat and  taught the peo ple.

When he fin ished speak ing, he  turned to Si mon.  Jesus said, “Go 
out into deep wa ter. Let down the nets so you can  catch some fish.”

Si mon an swered, “Mas ter,  we’ve  worked hard all  night and 
 haven’t  caught any thing. But be cause you say so, I will let down 
the nets.”

When they had done so, they  caught a  large num ber of fish. 
 There were so many that  their nets be gan to  break. So they mo
tioned to  their part ners in the oth er boat to come and help them. 
They came and  filled both  boats so full that they be gan to sink.

When Si mon Pe ter saw this, he fell at  Jesus’  knees. “Go away from 
me, Lord!” he said. “I am a sin ful man!” He and ev ery one with him 
were  amazed at the num ber of fish they had  caught. So were  James 
and John, the sons of Zeb e dee, who  worked with Si mon.

Then  Jesus said to Si mon, “ Don’t be  afraid. From now on you will 
fish for peo ple.” So they  pulled  their  boats up on  shore. Then they 
left ev ery thing and fol lowed him.

On one of  those days,  Jesus went out to a moun tain side to pray. 
He  spent the  night pray ing to God. When morn ing came, he  called 
for his dis ci ples to come to him. He  chose 12 of them and made 
them apos tles. Here are  their  names.

  Si mon, whom  Jesus  named Pe ter, and his broth er An drew
   James
  John
  Phil ip
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  Bar thol o mew
  Mat thew
  Thom as
   James, son of Al phae us
  Si mon who was  called the Zeal ot
  Ju das, son of  James
  and Ju das Is car i ot who  would lat er hand  Jesus over to his  

en e mies 

p
 Jesus went down the moun tain with them and  stood on a lev el 

 place. A  large  crowd of his dis ci ples was  there. A  large num ber 
of oth er peo ple were  there too. They came from all over Ju dea, 
in clud ing Je ru sa lem. They also came from the coast land  around 
Tyre and Si don. They had all come to hear  Jesus and to be  healed 
of  their sick ness es. Peo ple who were trou bled by evil spir its were 
made well. Ev ery one  tried to  touch  Jesus. Pow er was com ing from 
him and heal ing them all.

 Jesus  looked at his dis ci ples. He said to them,

  “Blessed are you who are needy.
  God’s kingdom belongs to you.
  Blessed are you who are hungry now.
  You will be satisfied.
  Blessed are you who are sad now.
  You will laugh.
  Blessed are you when people hate you,
  when they have nothing to do with you
  and say bad things about you,
  and when they treat your name as something evil.
  They do all this because you are followers of the Son of 

Man.

“The proph ets of long ago were treat ed the same way. When 
 these  things hap pen to you, be glad and jump for joy. You will re
ceive many bless ings in heav en.

“But here is what I tell you who are lis ten ing. Love your en e mies. 
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Do good to  those who hate you.  Bless  those who call down curs es 
on you. And pray for  those who  treat you bad ly. Sup pose some
one  slaps you on one  cheek. Let them slap you on the oth er  cheek 
as well. Sup pose some one  takes your coat.  Don’t stop them from 
tak ing your  shirt as well. Give to ev ery one who asks you. And if 
any one  takes what be longs to you,  don’t ask to get it back. Do to 
oth ers as you want them to do to you.

“Sup pose you love  those who love you.  Should any one  praise 
you for that? Even sin ners love  those who love them. And sup
pose you do good to  those who are good to you.  Should any one 
 praise you for that? Even sin ners do that. And sup pose you lend 
mon ey to  those who can pay you back.  Should any one  praise you 
for that? Even a sin ner  lends to sin ners, ex pect ing them to pay 
ev ery thing back. But love your en e mies. Do good to them. Lend 
to them with out ex pect ing to get any thing back. Then you will 
re ceive a lot in re turn. And you will be chil dren of the Most High 
God. He is kind to peo ple who are evil and are not thank ful. So 
have mer cy, just as your Fa ther has mer cy.

“If you do not  judge oth er peo ple, then you will not be  judged. 
If you do not find oth ers  guilty, then you will not be  found  guilty. 
For give, and you will be for giv en. Give, and it will be giv en to you. 
A good  amount will be  poured into your lap. It will be  pressed 
down, shak en to geth er, and run ning over. The same  amount you 
give will be mea sured out to you.”

“You look at the bit of saw dust in your  friend’s eye. But you pay 
no at ten tion to the  piece of wood in your own eye. How can you 
say to your  friend, ‘Let me take the bit of saw dust out of your eye’? 
How can you say this  while  there is a  piece of wood in your own 
eye? You pre tend er!  First take the  piece of wood out of your own 
eye. Then you will be able to see clear ly to take the bit of saw dust 
out of your  friend’s eye.

“Why do you call me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ and  still  don’t do what I say? 
Some peo ple come and lis ten to me and do what I say. I will show 
you what they are like. They are like a man who  builds a  house. 
He digs down deep and sets it on sol id rock. When a  flood  comes, 
the riv er rush es  against the  house. But the wa ter  can’t  shake it. 
The  house is well  built. But here is what hap pens when peo ple 
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 lis ten to my  words and do not obey them. They are like a man who 
 builds a  house on soft  ground in stead of sol id rock. The mo ment 
the riv er rush es  against that  house, it  falls down. It is com plete ly 
de stroyed.”

p
 Jesus fin ished say ing all  these  things to the peo ple who were 

lis ten ing. Then he en tered Ca per na um.  There the ser vant of a 
Ro man com mand er was sick and  about to die. His mas ter  thought 
high ly of him. The com mand er  heard  about  Jesus. So he sent some 
el ders of the Jews to him. He told them to ask  Jesus to come and 
heal his ser vant. They came to  Jesus and  begged him, “This man 
de serves to have you do this. He  loves our na tion and has  built our 
syn a gogue.” So  Jesus went with them.

When  Jesus came near the  house, the Ro man com mand er sent 
 friends to him. He told them to say, “Lord,  don’t trou ble your self. I 
am not good  enough to have you come into my  house. That is why 
I did not even  think I was fit to come to you. But just say the word, 
and my ser vant will be  healed. I my self am a man who is un der 
au thor i ty. And I have sol diers who obey my or ders. I tell this one, 
‘Go,’ and he goes. I tell that one, ‘Come,’ and he  comes. I say to my 
ser vant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.”

When  Jesus  heard this, he was  amazed at the com mand er.  Jesus 
 turned to the  crowd that was fol low ing him. He said, “I tell you, 
even in Is ra el I have not  found any one  whose  faith is so  strong.” 
Then the men who had been sent to  Jesus re turned to the  house. 
They  found that the ser vant was  healed.

p
One day  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “ Let’s go over to the oth er 

side of the lake.” So they got into a boat and left. As they  sailed, 
 Jesus fell  asleep. A  storm came down on the lake. It was so bad that 
the boat was  about to sink. They were in  great dan ger.

The dis ci ples went and woke  Jesus up. They said, “Mas ter! Mas
ter!  We’re go ing to  drown!”
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He got up and or dered the wind and the huge  waves to stop. 
The  storm qui et ed down. It was com plete ly calm. “ Where is your 
 faith?” he  asked his dis ci ples.

They were  amazed and full of fear. They  asked one an oth er, 
“Who is this? He com mands even the  winds and the  waves, and 
they obey him.”

When  Jesus re turned, a  crowd wel comed him. They were all 
ex pect ing him. Then a man  named Ja i rus came. He was a syn a
gogue lead er. He fell at  Jesus’ feet and  begged  Jesus to come to his 
 house. His only daugh ter was dy ing. She was  about 12  years old. 
As  Jesus was on his way, the  crowds al most  crushed him.

A wom an was  there who had a sick ness that made her  bleed. Her 
sick ness had last ed for 12  years. No one  could heal her. She came 
up be hind  Jesus and  touched the edge of his  clothes.  Right away 
her bleed ing  stopped.

“Who  touched me?”  Jesus  asked.
Ev ery one said they  didn’t do it. Then Pe ter said, “Mas ter, the 

peo ple are crowd ing and push ing  against you.”
But  Jesus said, “Some one  touched me. I know that pow er has 

gone out from me.”
The wom an re al ized that peo ple  would no tice her. Shak ing with 

fear, she came and fell at his feet. In  front of ev ery one, she told 
why she had  touched him. She also told how she had been  healed 
in an in stant. Then he said to her, “Dear wom an, your  faith has 
 healed you. Go in  peace.”

 While  Jesus was  still speak ing, some one came from the  house of 
Ja i rus. Ja i rus was the syn a gogue lead er. “Your daugh ter is dead,” 
the mes sen ger said. “ Don’t both er the teach er any more.”

Hear ing this,  Jesus said to Ja i rus, “ Don’t be  afraid. Just be lieve. 
She will be  healed.”

When he ar rived at the  house of Ja i rus, he did not let ev ery one 
go in with him. He took only Pe ter, John and  James, and the  child’s 
fa ther and moth er. Dur ing this time, all the peo ple were cry ing 
and sob bing loud ly over the  child. “Stop cry ing!”  Jesus said. “She 
is not dead. She is sleep ing.”

They  laughed at him. They knew she was dead. But he took her 
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by the hand and said, “My  child, get up!” Her spir it re turned, and 
 right away she  stood up. Then  Jesus told them to give her some
thing to eat. Her par ents were  amazed. But  Jesus or dered them not 
to tell any one what had hap pened.
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DAY 3

LUKE-ACTS , PART 3

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 3
In our last reading of Luke’s story, Jesus stayed close to home— 
a place called Galilee. In today’s reading, he sets out for Jerusalem, 
the city where Jewish people worshiped God.

Along the way, Jesus teaches his followers many important things. 
See how many of them you can remember after reading.

p
 Jesus  called to geth er the 12 dis ci ples. He gave them pow er and 

au thor i ty to  drive out all de mons and to heal sick ness es. Then he 
sent them out to an nounce  God’s king dom and to heal  those who 
were sick. He told them, “ Don’t take any thing for the jour ney. Do 
not take a walk ing  stick or a bag. Do not take any  bread, mon ey or 
ex tra  clothes. When you are in vit ed into a  house, stay  there un til 
you  leave town. Some peo ple may not wel come you. If they  don’t, 
 leave  their town and  shake the dust off your feet. This will be a 
wit ness  against the peo ple liv ing  there.” So the 12 dis ci ples left. 
They went from vil lage to vil lage. They an nounced the good news 
and  healed peo ple ev ery where.

The dis ci ples re turned. They told  Jesus what they had done. 
Then he took them with him. They went off by them selves to a 
town  called Beth sa i da. But the  crowds  learned  about it and fol
lowed  Jesus. He wel comed them and  spoke to them  about  God’s 
king dom. He also  healed  those who need ed to be  healed.

Late in the af ter noon the 12 dis ci ples came to him. They said, 
“Send the  crowd away. They can go to the near by vil lag es and 

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   22 6/19/17   10:39 AM



Day  3  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  3  2 3

coun try side.  There they can find food and a  place to stay.  There 
is noth ing here.”

 Jesus re plied, “You give them some thing to eat.”
The dis ci ples an swered, “We have only five  loaves of  bread and 

two fish. We  would have to go and buy food for all this  crowd.” 
 About 5,000 men were  there.

But  Jesus said to his dis ci ples, “Have them sit down in  groups of 
 about 50 each.” The dis ci ples did so, and ev ery one sat down.  Jesus 
took the five  loaves and the two fish. He  looked up to heav en and 
gave  thanks. He  broke them into piec es. Then he gave them to the 
dis ci ples to give to the peo ple. All of them ate and were sat is fied. 
The dis ci ples  picked up 12 bas kets of left over piec es.

p
The time grew near for  Jesus to be tak en up to heav en. So he 

made up his mind to go to Je ru sa lem. He sent mes sen gers on 
 ahead. They went into a Sa mar i tan vil lage to get  things  ready for 
him. But the peo ple  there did not wel come  Jesus. That was be
cause he was head ing for Je ru sa lem. The dis ci ples  James and John 
saw this. They  asked, “Lord, do you want us to call down fire from 
heav en to de stroy them?” But  Jesus  turned and com mand ed them 
not to do it. Then  Jesus and his dis ci ples went on to an oth er vil
lage.

One day an au thor i ty on the law  stood up to test  Jesus. “Teach er,” 
he  asked, “what must I do to re ceive eter nal life?”

“What is writ ten in the Law?”  Jesus re plied. “How do you un der
stand it?”

He an swered, “ ‘Love the Lord your God with all your  heart and 
with all your soul. Love him with all your  strength and with all 
your mind.’ And, ‘Love your neigh bor as you love your self.’ ” 

“You have an swered cor rect ly,”  Jesus re plied. “Do that, and you 
will live.”

But the man want ed to make him self look good. So he  asked 
 Jesus, “And who is my neigh bor?”

 Jesus re plied, “A man was go ing down from Je ru sa lem to Jer i cho. 
Rob bers at tacked him. They  stripped off his  clothes and beat him. 
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Then they went away, leav ing him al most dead. A  priest hap pened 
to be go ing down that same road. When he saw the man, he  passed 
by on the oth er side. A Le vite also came by. When he saw the man, 
he  passed by on the oth er side too. But a Sa mar i tan came to the 
 place  where the man was. When he saw the man, he felt sor ry for 
him. He went to him,  poured ol ive oil and wine on his  wounds 
and ban daged them. Then he put the man on his own don key. He 
 brought him to an inn and took care of him. The next day he took 
out two sil ver  coins. He gave them to the own er of the inn. ‘Take 
care of him,’ he said. ‘When I re turn, I will pay you back for any 
ex tra ex pense you may have.’

“ Which of the  three do you  think was a neigh bor to the man 
who was at tacked by rob bers?”

The au thor i ty on the law re plied, “The one who felt sor ry for 
him.”

 Jesus told him, “Go and do as he did.”

p
 Jesus and his dis ci ples went on  their way.  Jesus came to a vil lage 

 where a wom an  named Mar tha  lived. She wel comed him into her 
home. She had a sis ter  named Mary. Mary sat at the  Lord’s feet 
lis ten ing to what he said. But Mar tha was busy with all the  things 
that had to be done. She came to  Jesus and said, “Lord, my sis ter 
has left me to do the work by my self.  Don’t you care? Tell her to 
help me!”

“Mar tha, Mar tha,” the Lord an swered. “You are wor ried and 
up set  about many  things. But few  things are need ed. Real ly, only 
one  thing is need ed. Mary has cho sen what is bet ter. And it will 
not be tak en away from her.”

p
One day  Jesus was pray ing in a cer tain  place. When he fin ished, 

one of his dis ci ples  spoke to him. “Lord,” he said, “ teach us to pray, 
just as John  taught his dis ci ples.”

 Jesus said to them, “When you pray, this is what you  should say.
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  “ ‘Father,
  may your name be honored.
  May your kingdom come.
  Give us each day our daily bread.
  Forgive us our sins,
  as we also forgive everyone who sins against us.
  Keep us from falling into sin when we are tempted.’ ”

Then  Jesus said to them, “Sup pose you have a  friend. You go to 
him at mid night and say, ‘ Friend, lend me  three  loaves of  bread. 
A  friend of mine on a jour ney has come to stay with me. I have 
no food to give him.’ And sup pose the one in side an swers, ‘ Don’t 
both er me. The door is al ready  locked. My chil dren and I are in 
bed. I  can’t get up and give you any thing.’ I tell you, that per son 
will not get up. And he  won’t give you  bread just be cause he is your 
 friend. But be cause you keep both er ing him, he will sure ly get up. 
He will give you as much as you need.

“So here is what I say to you. Ask, and it will be giv en to you. 
 Search, and you will find.  Knock, and the door will be  opened to 
you. Ev ery one who asks will re ceive. The one who search es will 
find. And the door will be  opened to the one who  knocks.”

p
Then  Jesus  spoke to his dis ci ples. He said, “I tell you, do not wor

ry.  Don’t wor ry  about your life and what you will eat. And  don’t 
wor ry  about your body and what you will wear.  There is more to 
life than eat ing.  There are more im por tant  things for the body 
than  clothes.  Think  about the ra vens. They  don’t  plant or gath er 
 crops. They  don’t have any  barns at all. But God  feeds them. You 
are  worth much more than  birds! Can you add even one hour to 
your life by wor ry ing? You  can’t do that very lit tle  thing. So why 
wor ry  about the rest?

“ Think  about how the wild flow ers grow. They  don’t work or 
make cloth ing. But here is what I tell you. Not even Sol o mon in 
his roy al  robes was  dressed like one of  those flow ers. If that is how 
God dress es the wild  grass, how much bet ter will he  dress you! 
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Af ter all, the  grass is here only to day. To mor row it is  thrown into 
the fire. Your  faith is so  small!  Don’t  spend time think ing  about 
what you will eat or  drink.  Don’t wor ry  about it. Peo ple who are 
un god ly run af ter all  those  things. Your Fa ther  knows that you 
need them. But put  God’s king dom  first. Then  those oth er  things 
will also be giv en to you.

“Lit tle  flock, do not be  afraid. Your Fa ther has been  pleased to 
give you the king dom. Sell what you own. Give to  those who are 
poor. Pro vide purs es for your selves that will not wear out.  Store 
up rich es in heav en that will nev er be used up.  There, no  thief can 
come near it.  There, no moth can de stroy it. Your  heart will be 
 where your rich es are.

Then  Jesus  asked, “What is  God’s king dom like? What can I com
pare it to? It is like a mus tard seed. Some one took the seed and 
plant ed it in a gar den. It grew and be came a tree. The  birds sat in 
its branch es.”

 Again he  asked, “What can I com pare  God’s king dom to? It is 
like  yeast that a wom an used. She  mixed it into 60  pounds of  flour. 
The  yeast  worked its way all  through the  dough.”

p
Then  Jesus went  through the  towns and vil lag es, teach ing the 

peo ple. He was on his way to Je ru sa lem.
One Sab bath day,  Jesus went to eat in the  house of a well known 

Phar i see.  While he was  there, he was be ing care ful ly  watched. 
In  front of him was a man  whose body was bad ly swol len.  Jesus 
 turned to the Phar i sees and the au thor i ties on the law. He  asked 
them, “Is it break ing the Law to heal on the Sab bath day?” But they 
re mained si lent. So  Jesus took hold of the man and  healed him. 
Then he sent him away.

He  asked them an oth er ques tion. He said, “Sup pose one of 
you has a  child or an ox that  falls into a well on the Sab bath day. 
 Wouldn’t you pull it out  right away?” And they had noth ing to say.

Then  Jesus  spoke to his host. “Sup pose you give a  lunch or a din
ner,” he said. “Do not in vite your  friends, your broth ers or sis ters, 
or your rel a tives, or your rich neigh bors. If you do, they may in vite 
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you to eat with them. So you will be paid back. But when you give a 
ban quet, in vite  those who are poor. Also in vite  those who  can’t see 
or walk. Then you will be  blessed. Your  guests  can’t pay you back. 
But you will be paid back when  those who are  right with God rise 
from the dead.”

One of the peo ple at the ta ble with  Jesus  heard him say  those 
 things. So he said to  Jesus, “ Blessed is the one who will eat at the 
 feast in  God’s king dom.”

 Jesus re plied, “A cer tain man was pre par ing a  great ban quet. He 
in vit ed many  guests. Then the day of the ban quet ar rived. He sent 
his ser vant to  those who had been in vit ed. The ser vant told them, 
‘Come. Ev ery thing is  ready now.’

“But they all had the same idea. They be gan to make ex cus es. 
The  first one said, ‘I have just  bought a  field. I have to go and see 
it.  Please ex cuse me.’

“An oth er said, ‘I have just  bought five  pairs of oxen. I’m on my 
way to try them out.  Please ex cuse me.’

“ Still an oth er said, ‘I just got mar ried, so I  can’t come.’
“The ser vant came back and re port ed this to his mas ter. Then 

the own er of the  house be came an gry. He or dered his ser vant, ‘Go 
out quick ly into the  streets and  lanes of the town.  Bring in  those 
who are poor. Also  bring  those who  can’t see or walk.’

“ ‘Sir,’ the ser vant said, ‘what you or dered has been done. But 
 there is  still room.’

“Then the mas ter told his ser vant, ‘Go out to the  roads. Go out 
to the coun try  lanes. Make the peo ple come in. I want my  house 
to be full. I tell you, not one of  those peo ple who were in vit ed will 
get a  taste of my ban quet.’ ”
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DAY 4

LUKE-ACTS , PART 4

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 4
Not everyone is happy about Jesus. The religious leaders were 
supposed to point people to God. But instead, they grew powerful and 
greedy. They actually kept people away from God.

Jesus is all about setting people free — which is the last thing some 
of the leaders want. Will they be able to get along? Or are things 
about to get very ugly?

p
The tax col lec tors and sin ners were all gath er ing  around to hear 

 Jesus. But the Phar i sees and the teach ers of the law were whis per
ing  among them selves. They said, “This man wel comes sin ners 
and eats with them.”

Then  Jesus told them a sto ry. He said, “Sup pose one of you has 
100  sheep and los es one of them.  Won’t he  leave the 99 in the 
open coun try?  Won’t he go and look for the one lost  sheep un til he 
 finds it? When he  finds it, he will joy ful ly put it on his shoul ders 
and go home. Then he will call his  friends and neigh bors to geth er. 
He will say, ‘Be joy ful with me. I have  found my lost  sheep.’ I tell 
you, it will be the same in heav en.  There will be  great joy when one 
sin ner  turns away from sin. Yes,  there will be more joy than for 99 
god ly peo ple who do not need to turn away from  their sins.

 Jesus con tin ued, “ There was a man who had two sons. The youn
ger son  spoke to his fa ther. He said, ‘Fa ther, give me my  share of 
the fam i ly prop er ty.’ So the fa ther di vid ed his prop er ty be tween 
his two sons.
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“Not long af ter that, the youn ger son  packed up all he had. Then 
he left for a coun try far away.  There he wast ed his mon ey on wild 
liv ing. He  spent ev ery thing he had. Then the  whole coun try ran 
low on food. So the son  didn’t have what he need ed. He went to 
work for some one who  lived in that coun try. That per son sent the 
son to the  fields to feed the pigs. The son want ed to fill his stom
ach with the food the pigs were eat ing. But no one gave him any
thing.

“Then he be gan to  think clear ly  again. He said, ‘How many of 
my fa ther’s  hired ser vants have more than  enough food! But here 
I am dy ing from hun ger! I will get up and go back to my fa ther. I 
will say to him, “Fa ther, I have  sinned  against heav en. And I have 
 sinned  against you. I am no lon ger fit to be  called your son. Make 
me like one of your  hired ser vants.” ’ So he got up and went to his 
fa ther.

“ While the son was  still a long way off, his fa ther saw him. He 
was  filled with ten der love for his son. He ran to him. He  threw his 
arms  around him and  kissed him.

“The son said to him, ‘Fa ther, I have  sinned  against heav en and 
 against you. I am no lon ger fit to be  called your son.’

“But the fa ther said to his ser vants, ‘ Quick!  Bring the best robe 
and put it on him. Put a ring on his fin ger and san dals on his feet. 
 Bring the fat test calf and kill it.  Let’s have a  feast and cel e brate. 
This son of mine was dead. And now he is  alive  again. He was lost. 
And now he is  found.’ So they be gan to cel e brate.

“The old er son was in the  field. When he came near the  house, 
he  heard mu sic and danc ing. So he  called one of the ser vants. He 
 asked him what was go ing on. ‘Your broth er has come home,’ the 
ser vant re plied. ‘Your fa ther has  killed the fat test calf. He has done 
this be cause your broth er is back safe and  sound.’

“The old er broth er be came an gry. He re fused to go in. So his 
fa ther went out and  begged him. But he an swered his fa ther, 
‘Look! All  these  years I’ve  worked like a  slave for you. I have al ways 
 obeyed your or ders. You nev er gave me even a  young goat so I 
 could cel e brate with my  friends. But this son of  yours wast ed your 
mon ey with some pros ti tutes. Now he  comes home. And for him 
you kill the fat test calf!’
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“ ‘My son,’ the fa ther said, ‘you are al ways with me. Ev ery thing I 
have is  yours. But we had to cel e brate and be glad. This broth er of 
 yours was dead. And now he is  alive  again. He was lost. And now 
he is  found.’ ”

p
 Jesus was on his way to Je ru sa lem. He trav eled  along the bor der 

be tween Sa mar ia and Gal i lee. As he was go ing into a vil lage, ten 
men met him. They had a skin dis ease. They were stand ing  close 
by. And they  called out in a loud  voice, “ Jesus! Mas ter! Have pity 
on us!”

 Jesus saw them and said, “Go. Show your selves to the  priests.” 
 While they were on the way, they were  healed.

When one of them saw that he was  healed, he came back. He 
 praised God in a loud  voice. He  threw him self at  Jesus’ feet and 
 thanked him. The man was a Sa mar i tan.

 Jesus  asked, “ Weren’t all ten  healed?  Where are the oth er nine? 
 Didn’t any one else re turn and give  praise to God ex cept this out
sid er?” Then  Jesus said to him, “Get up and go. Your  faith has 
 healed you.”

p
Once the Phar i sees  asked  Jesus when  God’s king dom  would 

come. He re plied, “The com ing of  God’s king dom is not some thing 
you can see. Peo ple will not say, ‘Here it is.’ Or, ‘ There it is.’  That’s 
be cause  God’s king dom is  among you.”

p
Peo ple were also bring ing ba bies to  Jesus. They want ed him to 

 place his  hands on the ba bies. When the dis ci ples saw this, they 
told the peo ple to stop. But  Jesus  asked the chil dren to come to 
him. “Let the lit tle chil dren come to me,” he said. “ Don’t keep 
them away.  God’s king dom be longs to peo ple like them. What I’m 
 about to tell you is true. Any one who will not re ceive  God’s king
dom like a lit tle  child will nev er en ter it.”
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p
A cer tain rul er  asked  Jesus a ques tion. “Good teach er,” he said, 

“what must I do to re ceive eter nal life?”
“Why do you call me good?”  Jesus an swered. “No one is good 

ex cept God. You know what the com mand ments say. ‘Do not com
mit adul tery. Do not com mit mur der. Do not  steal. Do not be a 
 false wit ness. Hon or your fa ther and moth er.’ ” 

“I have  obeyed all  those com mand ments  since I was a boy,” the 
rul er said.

When  Jesus  heard this, he said to him, “You are  still miss ing one 
 thing. Sell ev ery thing you have. Give the mon ey to  those who are 
poor. You will have trea sure in heav en. Then come and fol low me.”

When the rul er  heard this, he be came very sad. He was very rich. 
 Jesus  looked at him. Then he said, “How hard it is for rich peo ple 
to en ter  God’s king dom! Is it hard for a cam el to go  through the 
eye of a nee dle? It is even hard er for some one who is rich to en ter 
 God’s king dom!”

 Those who  heard this  asked, “Then who can be  saved?”
 Jesus re plied, “ Things that are im pos si ble with peo ple are pos

si ble with God.”
Pe ter said to him, “We have left ev ery thing we had in or der to 

fol low you!”
“What I’m  about to tell you is true,”  Jesus said to them. “Has any

one left home or wife or hus band or broth ers or sis ters or par ents 
or chil dren for  God’s king dom? They will re ceive many  times as 
much in this  world. In the  world to come they will re ceive eter nal 
life.”

p
 Jesus took the 12 dis ci ples to one side. He told them, “We are 

go ing up to Je ru sa lem. Ev ery thing that the proph ets  wrote  about 
the Son of Man will come true. He will be hand ed over to the Gen
tiles. They will make fun of him. They will  laugh at him and spit 
on him. They will whip him and kill him. On the  third day, he will 
rise from the dead!”
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The dis ci ples did not un der stand any of this. Its mean ing was 
hid den from them. So they  didn’t know what  Jesus was talk ing 
 about.

p
 Jesus en tered Jer i cho and was pass ing  through. A man  named 

Zac chae us  lived  there. He was a  chief tax col lec tor and was very 
rich. Zac chae us want ed to see who  Jesus was. But he was a  short 
man. He  could not see  Jesus be cause of the  crowd. So he ran  ahead 
and  climbed a syc a morefig tree. He want ed to see  Jesus, who was 
com ing that way.

 Jesus  reached the spot  where Zac chae us was. He  looked up and 
said, “Zac chae us, come down at once. I must stay at your  house 
to day.” So Zac chae us came down at once and wel comed him 
glad ly.

All the peo ple saw this. They be gan to whis per  among them
selves. They said, “ Jesus has gone to be the  guest of a sin ner. ”

But Zac chae us  stood up. He said, “Look, Lord! Here and now I 
give half of what I own to  those who are poor. And if I have cheat ed 
any body out of any thing, I will pay it back. I will pay back four 
 times the  amount I took.”

 Jesus said to Zac chae us, “To day sal va tion has come to your 
 house. You are a mem ber of Abra ham’s fam i ly line. The Son of 
Man came to look for the lost and save them.”

p
Af ter  Jesus had said this, he went on  ahead. He was go ing up to 

Je ru sa lem. He ap proached Beth pha ge and Beth a ny. The hill  there 
was  called the  Mount of Ol ives.  Jesus sent out two of his dis ci ples. 
He said to them, “Go to the vil lage  ahead of you. As soon as you get 
 there, you will find a don key’s colt tied up. No one has ever rid den 
it. Un tie it and  bring it here. Some one may ask you, ‘Why are you 
un ty ing it?’ If so, say, ‘The Lord  needs it.’ ”

 Those who were sent  ahead went and  found the  young don key. 
It was  there just as  Jesus had told them. They were un ty ing the 
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colt when its own ers came. The own ers  asked them, “Why are you 
un ty ing the colt?”

They re plied, “The Lord  needs it.”
Then the dis ci ples  brought the colt to  Jesus. They  threw  their 

 coats on the  young don key and put  Jesus on it. As he went  along, 
peo ple  spread  their  coats on the road.

 Jesus came near the  place  where the road goes down the  Mount 
of Ol ives.  There the  whole  crowd of dis ci ples be gan to  praise God 
with joy. In loud voic es they  praised him for all the mir a cles they 
had seen. They shout ed,

  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!”  

  “May there be peace and glory in the highest heaven!”

Some of the Phar i sees in the  crowd  spoke to  Jesus. “Teach er,” 
they said, “tell your dis ci ples to stop!”

“I tell you,” he re plied, “if they keep qui et, the  stones will cry 
out.”

He ap proached Je ru sa lem. When he saw the city, he be gan to 
weep. He said, “I wish you had  known to day what  would  bring 
you  peace! But now it is hid den from your eyes. The days will 
come when your en e mies will ar rive. They will  build a wall of dirt 
up  against your city. They will sur round you and  close you in on 
ev ery side. You  didn’t rec og nize the time when God came to you. 
So your en e mies will  smash you to the  ground. They will de stroy 
you and all the peo ple in side your  walls. They will not  leave one 
 stone on top of an oth er.”

Then  Jesus en tered the tem ple court yard. He be gan to  drive out 
 those who were sell ing  there. He told them, “It is writ ten that the 
Lord said, ‘My  house will be a  house  where peo ple can pray.’ But 
you have made it a ‘den for rob bers.’ ” 

Ev ery day  Jesus was teach ing at the tem ple. But the  chief  priests 
and the teach ers of the law were try ing to kill him. So were the 
lead ers  among the peo ple. But they  couldn’t find any way to do it. 
All the peo ple were pay ing  close at ten tion to his  words.
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LUKE-ACTS , PART 5

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 5
In the final reading from Luke’s story, Jesus arrives in Jerusalem. The 
religious leaders have had enough. They’re ready to put a stop to 
him—for good.

So they come up with a plan to have Jesus killed. The question is, 
who gets the last laugh?

p
The  Feast of Un leav ened  Bread,  called the Pass over, was near. 

The  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law were look ing for a 
way to get rid of  Jesus. They were  afraid of the peo ple. Then Sa tan 
en tered Ju das, who was  called Is car i ot. Ju das was one of the 12 dis
ci ples. He went to the  chief  priests and the of fi cers of the tem ple 
 guard. He  talked with them  about how he  could hand  Jesus over 
to them. They were de light ed and  agreed to give him mon ey. Ju das 
ac cept ed  their of fer. He  watched for the  right time to hand  Jesus 
over to them. He want ed to do it when no  crowd was  around.

p
 Jesus went out as usu al to the  Mount of Ol ives. His dis ci ples fol

lowed him. When they  reached the  place,  Jesus  spoke. “Pray that 
you  won’t fall into sin when you are tempt ed,” he said to them. 
Then he went a  short dis tance away from them.  There he got 
down on his  knees and  prayed. He said, “Fa ther, if you are will
ing, take this cup of suf fer ing away from me. But do what you 
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want, not what I want.” An an gel from heav en ap peared to  Jesus 
and gave him  strength. Be cause he was very sad and trou bled, he 
 prayed even hard er. His  sweat was like  drops of  blood fall ing to 
the  ground.

Af ter that, he got up from  prayer and went back to the dis ci ples. 
He  found them sleep ing. They were worn out be cause they were 
very sad. “Why are you sleep ing?” he  asked them. “Get up! Pray 
that you  won’t fall into sin when you are tempt ed.”

 While  Jesus was  still speak ing, a  crowd came up. The man 
 named Ju das was lead ing them. He was one of the 12 dis ci ples. 
Ju das ap proached  Jesus to kiss him. But  Jesus  asked him, “Ju das, 
are you hand ing over the Son of Man with a kiss?”

 Jesus’ fol low ers saw what was go ing to hap pen. So they said, 
“Lord,  should we use our  swords  against them?” One of them 
 struck the  slave of the high  priest and cut off his  right ear.

But  Jesus an swered, “Stop this!” And he  touched the  man’s ear 
and  healed him.

Then  Jesus  spoke to the  chief  priests, the of fi cers of the tem ple 
 guard, and the el ders. They had all come for him. “Am I lead ing a 
band of  armed men  against you?” he  asked. “Do you have to come 
with  swords and  clubs? Ev ery day I was with you in the tem ple 
court yard. And you  didn’t lay a hand on me. But this is your hour. 
This is when dark ness  rules.”

p
Then the men ar rest ed  Jesus and led him away. They took him 

into the high  priest’s  house. Pe ter fol lowed from far away. Some 
peo ple  there start ed a fire in the mid dle of the court yard. Then 
they sat down to geth er. Pe ter sat down with them. A fe male ser
vant saw him sit ting  there in the fire light. She  looked close ly at 
him. Then she said, “This man was with  Jesus.”

But Pe ter said he had not been with him. “Wom an, I  don’t know 
him,” he said.

A lit tle lat er some one else saw Pe ter. “You also are one of them,” 
he said.

“No,” Pe ter re plied. “I’m not!”
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 About an hour lat er, an oth er per son  spoke up. “This fel low must 
have been with  Jesus,” he said. “He is from Gal i lee.”

Pe ter re plied, “Man, I  don’t know what  you’re talk ing  about!” 
Just as he was speak ing, the roost er  crowed. The Lord  turned and 
 looked  right at Pe ter. Then Pe ter re mem bered what the Lord had 
spo ken to him. “The roost er will crow to day,”  Jesus had said. “Be
fore it does, you will say  three  times that you  don’t know me.” 
Pe ter went out side. He  broke down and  cried.

p
At dawn the el ders of the peo ple met to geth er.  These in clud ed 

the  chief  priests and the teach ers of the law.  Jesus was led to them. 
“If you are the Mes si ah,” they said, “tell us.”

 Jesus an swered, “If I tell you, you will not be lieve me. And if I 
 asked you, you  would not an swer. But from now on, the Son of 
Man will be seat ed at the  right hand of the  mighty God.”

They all  asked, “Are you the Son of God then?”
He re plied, “You say that I am.”
Then they said, “Why do we need any more wit ness es? We have 

 heard it from his own lips.”
Then the  whole  group got up and led  Jesus off to Pi late. They 

be gan to  bring charg es  against  Jesus. They said, “We have  found 
this man mis lead ing our peo ple. He is  against pay ing tax es to Cae
sar. And he  claims to be Mes si ah, a king.”

Pi late  called to geth er the  chief  priests, the rul ers and the peo
ple. He said to them, “You  brought me this man. You said he was 
turn ing the peo ple  against the au thor i ties. I have ques tioned him 
in  front of you. I have  found no ba sis for your charg es  against him. 
Her od  hasn’t ei ther. So he sent  Jesus back to us. As you can see, 
 Jesus has done noth ing that is wor thy of  death. So I will just have 
him  whipped and let him go.”

But the  whole  crowd shout ed, “Kill this man! But let Bar ab bas 
go!” Bar ab bas had been  thrown into pris on. He had tak en part in 
a strug gle in the city  against the au thor i ties. He had also com mit
ted mur der.

Pi late want ed to let  Jesus go. So he made an ap peal to the  crowd 
 again. But they kept shout ing, “Cru ci fy him! Cru ci fy him!”
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Pi late  spoke to them for the  third time. “Why?” he  asked. “What 
 wrong has this man done? I have  found no rea son to have him put 
to  death. So I will just have him  whipped and let him go.”

But with loud  shouts they kept call ing for  Jesus to be cru ci fied. 
The peo ple’s  shouts won out. So Pi late de cid ed to give them what 
they want ed. He set free the man they  asked for. The man had 
been  thrown in pris on for mur der and for fight ing  against the 
au thor i ties. Pi late hand ed  Jesus over to them so they  could car ry 
out  their  plans.

p
Two oth er men were also led out with  Jesus to be  killed. Both of 

them had bro ken the law. The sol diers  brought them to the  place 
 called the  Skull.  There they  nailed  Jesus to the  cross. He hung 
be tween the two crim i nals. One was on his  right and one was on 
his left.  Jesus said, “Fa ther, for give them. They  don’t know what 
they are do ing.” The sol diers di vid ed up his  clothes by cast ing lots.

The peo ple  stood  there watch ing. The rul ers even made fun of 
 Jesus. They said, “He  saved oth ers. Let him save him self if he is 
 God’s Mes si ah, the Cho sen One.”

The sol diers also came up and  poked fun at him. They of fered 
him wine vin egar. They said, “If you are the king of the Jews, save 
your self.”

A writ ten sign had been  placed  above him. It read,

this is the king of the jews.

One of the crim i nals hang ing  there made fun of  Jesus. He said, 
“ Aren’t you the Mes si ah? Save your self! Save us!”

But the oth er crim i nal scold ed him. “ Don’t you have any re spect 
for God?” he said. “Re mem ber, you are un der the same sen tence of 
 death. We are be ing pun ished fair ly. We are get ting just what our 
ac tions call for. But this man  hasn’t done any thing  wrong.”

Then he said, “ Jesus, re mem ber me when you come into your 
king dom.”

 Jesus an swered him, “What I’m  about to tell you is true. To day 
you will be with me in par a dise.”
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It was now  about noon. Then dark ness cov ered the  whole land 
un til  three  o’clock. The sun had  stopped shin ing. The tem ple cur
tain was torn in two.  Jesus  called out in a loud  voice, “Fa ther, into 
your  hands I com mit my life.” Af ter he said this, he took his last 
 breath.

The Ro man com mand er saw what had hap pened. He  praised 
God and said, “ Jesus was sure ly a man who did what was  right.” 
The peo ple had gath ered to  watch this  sight. When they saw what 
hap pened, they felt very sad. Then they went away. But all  those 
who knew  Jesus  stood not very far away, watch ing  these  things. 
They in clud ed the wom en who had fol lowed him from Gal i lee.

p
It was very ear ly in the morn ing on the  first day of the week. 

The wom en took the spic es they had pre pared. Then they went 
to the tomb. They  found the  stone  rolled away from it. When they 
en tered the tomb, they did not find the body of the Lord  Jesus. 
They were won der ing  about this. Sud den ly two men in  clothes as 
 bright as light ning  stood be side them. The wom en were ter ri fied. 
They  bowed down with  their fac es to the  ground. Then the men 
said to them, “Why do you look for the liv ing  among the dead? 
 Jesus is not here! He has ris en! Re mem ber how he told you he 
 would rise. It was  while he was  still with you in Gal i lee. He said, 
‘The Son of Man must be hand ed over to sin ful peo ple. He must 
be  nailed to a  cross. On the  third day he will rise from the dead.’ ” 
Then the wom en re mem bered  Jesus’  words.

They came back from the tomb. They told all  these  things to the 
11 apos tles and to all the oth ers. Mary Mag da lene, Jo an na, Mary 
the moth er of  James, and the oth ers with them were the ones who 
told the apos tles. But the apos tles did not be lieve the wom en. 
 Their  words  didn’t make any  sense to them. But Pe ter got up and 
ran to the tomb. He bent over and saw the  strips of lin en ly ing by 
them selves. Then he went away, won der ing what had hap pened.

The dis ci ples were  still talk ing  about this when  Jesus him self 
sud den ly  stood  among them. He said, “May you have  peace!”

They were sur prised and ter ri fied. They  thought they were see

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   40 6/19/17   10:39 AM



Day  5  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  5  4 1

ing a  ghost.  Jesus said to them, “Why are you trou bled? Why do 
you have  doubts in your  minds? Look at my  hands and my feet. 
It’s real ly me!  Touch me and see. A  ghost does not have a body or 
 bones. But you can see that I do.”

Af ter he said that, he  showed them his  hands and feet. But they 
 still did not be lieve it. They were  amazed and  filled with joy. So 
 Jesus  asked them, “Do you have any thing here to eat?” They gave 
him a  piece of  cooked fish. He took it and ate it in  front of them.

 Jesus said to them, “This is what I told you  while I was  still with 
you. Ev ery thing writ ten  about me in the Law of Mo ses, the Proph
ets and the  Psalms must come true.”

Then he  opened  their  minds so they  could un der stand the 
Scrip tures. He told them, “This is what is writ ten. The Mes si ah 
will suf fer. He will rise from the dead on the  third day. His fol low
ers will  preach in his name. They will tell oth ers to turn away from 
 their sins and be for giv en. Peo ple from ev ery na tion will hear it, 
be gin ning at Je ru sa lem. You have seen  these  things with your own 
eyes. I am go ing to send you what my Fa ther has prom ised. But 
for now, stay in the city. Stay  there un til you have re ceived pow er 
from heav en.”

 Jesus led his dis ci ples out to the area near Beth a ny. Then he 
lift ed up his  hands and  blessed them.  While he was bless ing them, 
he left them. He was tak en up into heav en. Then they wor shiped 
him. With  great joy, they re turned to Je ru sa lem. Ev ery day they 
went to the tem ple, prais ing God.
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DAY 6

LUKE-ACTS , PART 6

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 6
Luke, the doctor who shared the story of Jesus, wrote another book 
for his friend Theophilus. This one is called the book of Acts. Why? 
Well, because it records the acts or activities of those who helped 
spread the message of Jesus.

After Jesus rose from the dead and went up to heaven, more and 
more people began following him. It started in the city of Jerusalem, 
but then it spread all over the Roman Empire.

Near the beginning of Acts, God’s Holy Spirit comes to the disciples 
in Jerusalem, and the church is born. Then followers of Jesus spread 
to the area around Jerusalem. They start reaching out to non-Jewish 
people called Gentiles.

Then followers of Jesus take the good news even farther—all the 
way to the Roman province of Asia. They keep going until they reach 
Europe.

Finally, they reach the capital city, Rome—the most powerful  
city in the world. And so God’s invitation is extended to people  
all over.

After reading the story of Acts, go online with a parent and find a 
map showing the Roman Empire during the first century AD. See if 
you can locate some of the places you hear about in this story. You 
could even print the map and draw a circle around Jerusalem—then 
bigger circles around Palestine, the province of Asia, and Europe—
so you can see for yourself just how far the good news about Jesus 
spread in a few years’ time.

p
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The apos tles re turned to Je ru sa lem from the hill  called the 
 Mount of Ol ives. It is just over half a mile from the city. When they 
ar rived, they went up stairs to the room  where they were stay ing. 
Here is a list of  those who were  there.

  Pe ter, John,  James and An drew,
  Phil ip and Thom as,
  Bar thol o mew and Mat thew,
   James son of Al phae us, Si mon the Zeal ot and Ju das son of 

 James

They all came to geth er reg u lar ly to pray. The wom en  joined 
them too. So did  Jesus’ moth er Mary and his broth ers.

When the day of Pen te cost came, all the be liev ers gath ered 
in one  place. Sud den ly a  sound came from heav en. It was like a 
 strong wind blow ing. It  filled the  whole  house  where they were 
sit ting. They saw some thing that  looked like fire in the  shape of 
 tongues. The  flames sep a rat ed and came to rest on each of them. 
All of them were  filled with the Holy Spir it. They be gan to  speak 
in lan guag es they had not  known be fore. The Spir it gave them the 
abil i ty to do this.

God ly Jews from ev ery coun try in the  world were stay ing in Je ru
sa lem. A  crowd came to geth er when they  heard the  sound. They 
were be wil dered be cause each of them  heard  their own lan guage 
be ing spo ken. The  crowd was real ly  amazed. They  asked, “ Aren’t 
all  these peo ple who are speak ing Gal i le ans? Then why do we each 
hear them speak ing in our own na tive lan guage? We are Par thi ans, 
 Medes and Elam ites. We live in Mes o po ta mia, Ju dea and Cap pa do
cia. We are from Pon tus, Asia, Phryg ia and Pam phyl ia. Oth ers of 
us are from  Egypt and the  parts of Lib ya near Cy re ne.  Still oth ers 
are vis i tors from Rome. Some of the vis i tors are Jews. Oth ers have 
ac cept ed the Jew ish  faith. Also, Cre tans and  Arabs are here. We 
hear all  these peo ple speak ing  about  God’s won ders in our own 
lan guag es!” They were  amazed and be wil dered. They  asked one 
an oth er, “What does this mean?”

But some peo ple in the  crowd made fun of the be liev ers. “ They’ve 
had too much wine!” they said.

Then Pe ter  stood up with the 11 apos tles. In a loud  voice he  spoke 
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to the  crowd. “My fel low Jews,” he said, “let me ex plain this to you. 
All of you who live in Je ru sa lem, lis ten care ful ly to what I say. You 
 think  these peo ple are  drunk. But they  aren’t. It’s only nine  o’clock 
in the morn ing! No, here is what the proph et Joel  meant. He said,

  “ ‘In the last days, God says,
  I will pour out my Holy Spirit on all people.
  Your sons and daughters will prophesy.
  Your young men will see visions.
  Your old men will have dreams.
  In those days, I will pour out my Spirit on my servants.
  I will pour out my Spirit on both men and women.
  When I do, they will prophesy.
  I will show wonders in the heavens above.
  I will show signs on the earth below.
  There will be blood and fire and clouds of smoke.
  The sun will become dark.
  The moon will turn red like blood.
  This will happen before the coming of the great and 

glorious day of the Lord.
  Everyone who calls
  on the name of the Lord will be saved.’  

“Fel low Is ra el ites, lis ten to this!  Jesus of Naz a reth was a man 
who had  God’s ap prov al. God did mir a cles, won ders and  signs 
 among you  through  Jesus. You your selves know this. Long ago God 
 planned that  Jesus  would be hand ed over to you. With the help of 
evil peo ple, you put  Jesus to  death. You  nailed him to the  cross. But 
God  raised him from the dead. He set him free from the suf fer ing 
of  death. It  wasn’t pos si ble for  death to keep its hold on  Jesus. 

When the peo ple  heard this, it had a deep ef fect on them. They 
said to Pe ter and the oth er apos tles, “Broth ers, what  should we 
do?”

Pe ter re plied, “All of you must turn away from your sins and be 
bap tized in the name of  Jesus  Christ. Then your sins will be for
giv en. You will re ceive the gift of the Holy Spir it. The prom ise is for 
you and your chil dren. It is also for all who are far away. It is for all 
whom the Lord our God will  choose.”
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Pe ter said many oth er  things to warn them. He  begged them, 
“Save your selves from  these evil peo ple.”  Those who ac cept ed his 
mes sage were bap tized.  About 3,000 peo ple  joined the be liev ers 
that day.

p
The be liev ers stud ied what the apos tles  taught. They  shared 

 their  lives to geth er. They ate and  prayed to geth er. Ev ery one was 
 amazed at what God was do ing. They were  amazed when the apos
tles per formed many won ders and  signs. All the be liev ers were 
to geth er. They  shared ev ery thing they had. They sold prop er ty 
and oth er  things they  owned. They gave to any one who need ed 
some thing. Ev ery day they met to geth er in the tem ple court yard. 
They ate  meals to geth er in  their  homes.  Their  hearts were glad 
and sin cere. They  praised God. They were re spect ed by all the peo
ple. Ev ery day the Lord add ed to  their  group  those who were be ing 
 saved.

p
One day Pe ter and John were go ing up to the tem ple. It was  three 

 o’clock in the af ter noon. It was the time for  prayer. A man un able 
to walk was be ing car ried to the tem ple gate  called Beau ti ful. He 
had been that way  since he was born. Ev ery day some one put him 
near the gate.  There he  would beg from peo ple go ing into the tem
ple court yards. He saw that Pe ter and John were  about to en ter. 
So he  asked them for mon ey. Pe ter  looked  straight at him, and so 
did John. Then Pe ter said, “Look at us!” So the man  watched them 
close ly. He ex pect ed to get some thing from them.

Pe ter said, “I  don’t have any sil ver or gold. But I’ll give you what I 
do have. In the name of  Jesus  Christ of Naz a reth, get up and walk.” 
Then Pe ter took him by the  right hand and  helped him up. At once 
the  man’s feet and an kles be came  strong. He  jumped to his feet 
and be gan to walk. He went with Pe ter and John into the tem ple 
court yards. He  walked and  jumped and  praised God. All the peo
ple saw him walk ing and prais ing God. They rec og nized him as the 
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same man who used to sit and beg at the tem ple gate  called Beau ti
ful. They were  filled with won der. They were  amazed at what had 
hap pened to him.

The man was hold ing on to Pe ter and John. All the peo ple were 
 amazed. They came run ning to them at the  place  called Sol o
mon’s  Porch. When Pe ter saw this, he said, “Fel low Is ra el ites, why 
does this sur prise you? Why do you  stare at us? It’s not as if  we’ve 
made this man walk by our own pow er or god li ness. The God of 
our fa thers, Abra ham,  Isaac and Ja cob, has done this. God has 
 brought glo ry to  Jesus, who  serves him. But you hand ed  Jesus over 
to be  killed. Pi late had de cid ed to let him go. But you  spoke  against 
 Jesus when he was in Pi late’s  court. You  spoke  against the Holy and 
Blame less One. You  asked for a mur der er to be set free in stead. You 
 killed the one who  gives life. But God  raised him from the dead. 
We are wit ness es of this. This man whom you see and know was 
made  strong be cause of  faith in  Jesus’ name.  Faith in  Jesus has 
 healed him com plete ly. You can see it with your own eyes.

p
All the be liev ers were  agreed in  heart and mind. They  didn’t 

 claim that any thing they had was  their own. In stead, they  shared 
ev ery thing they  owned. With  great pow er the apos tles con tin ued 
 their teach ing. They were tell ing peo ple that the Lord  Jesus had 
ris en from the dead. And  God’s  grace was work ing pow er ful ly in 
all of them. So  there were no  needy per sons  among them. From 
time to time,  those who  owned land or hous es sold them. They 
 brought the mon ey from the  sales. They put it down at the apos
tles’ feet. It was then giv en out to any one who need ed it.

A man  named An a ni as and his wife, Sap phi ra, also sold some 
land. He kept part of the mon ey for him self. Sap phi ra knew he 
had kept it. He  brought the rest of it and put it down at the apos
tles’ feet.

Then Pe ter said, “An a ni as, why did you let Sa tan fill your  heart? 
He made you lie to the Holy Spir it. You have kept some of the mon
ey you re ceived for the land.  Didn’t the land be long to you be fore it 
was sold? Af ter it was sold, you  could have used the mon ey as you 
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 wished. What made you  think of do ing such a  thing? You  haven’t 
lied just to peo ple.  You’ve also lied to God.”

When An a ni as  heard this, he fell down and died. All who  heard 
what had hap pened were  filled with fear. Some  young men came 
and  wrapped up his body. They car ried him out and bur ied him.

 About  three  hours lat er, the wife of An a ni as came in. She  didn’t 
know what had hap pened. Pe ter  asked her, “Tell me. Is this the 
 price you and An a ni as sold the land for?”

“Yes,” she said. “ That’s the  price.”
Pe ter  asked her, “How  could you  agree to test the Spir it of the 

Lord? Lis ten! You can hear the  steps of the men who bur ied your 
hus band. They are at the door. They will car ry you out also.”

At that mo ment she fell down at Pe ter’s feet and died. Then the 
 young men came in. They saw that Sap phi ra was dead. So they 
car ried her out and bur ied her be side her hus band. The  whole 
 church and all who  heard  about  these  things were  filled with fear.

The apos tles did many  signs and won ders  among the peo ple. All 
the be liev ers used to meet to geth er at Sol o mon’s  Porch. No out
sid er  dared to join them. But the peo ple  thought high ly of them. 
More and more men and wom en be lieved in the Lord. They  joined 
the oth er be liev ers. So peo ple  brought  those who were sick into 
the  streets. They  placed them on beds and mats. They  hoped that 
at  least Pe ter’s shad ow  might fall on some of them as he  walked 
by.  Crowds even gath ered from the  towns  around Je ru sa lem. They 
 brought  their sick peo ple. They also  brought  those who were suf
fer ing be cause of evil spir its. All of them were  healed.

p
In  those days the num ber of be liev ers was grow ing. The  Greek 

Jews com plained  about the non Greek Jews. They said that the 
wid ows of the  Greek Jews were not be ing tak en care of. They 
 weren’t get ting  their fair  share of food each day. So the 12 apos tles 
gath ered all the be liev ers to geth er. They said, “It  wouldn’t be  right 
for us to give up teach ing  God’s word. And we’d have to stop teach
ing to wait on ta bles. Broth ers and sis ters,  choose sev en of your 
men. They must be  known as men who are wise and full of the 
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Holy Spir it. We will turn this im por tant work over to them. Then 
we can give our at ten tion to  prayer and to teach ing  God’s word.”

This plan  pleased the  whole  group. They  chose Ste phen. He 
was full of  faith and of the Holy Spir it. Phil ip, Proc o rus, Ni ca nor, 
Ti mon and Par me nas were cho sen too. The  group also  chose Nic
o las from An ti och. He had ac cept ed the Jew ish  faith. The  group 
 brought them to the apos tles. Then the apos tles  prayed and  placed 
 their  hands on them.

So  God’s word  spread. The num ber of be liev ers in Je ru sa lem 
grew quick ly. Also, a  large num ber of  priests be gan to obey  Jesus’ 
teach ings.
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DAY 7

LUKE-ACTS , PART 7

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 7
The early church got off to an amazing start. Every day, more and 
more people were becoming followers of Jesus. The entire city of 
Jerusalem was buzzing with excitement.

Then some powerful people started attacking the church. Believers 
ran for their lives. But notice what happens when they spread out 
from Jerusalem. And be sure to pay special attention to a man named 
Saul, one of the church’s most powerful enemies.

p
Ste phen was full of  God’s  grace and pow er. He did  great won

ders and  signs  among the peo ple. But mem bers of the  group  called 
the Syn a gogue of the Freed men be gan to op pose him. Some of 
them were Jews from Cy re ne and Al ex an dria. Oth ers were Jews 
from Ci li cia and Asia Mi nor. They all be gan to ar gue with Ste phen. 
But he was too wise for them.  That’s be cause the Holy Spir it gave 
 Ste phen wis dom when ev er he  spoke.

Then in se cret they  talked some men into ly ing  about Ste phen. 
They said, “We  heard Ste phen  speak evil  things  against Mo ses and 
 against God.”

So the peo ple were  stirred up. The el ders and the teach ers of the 
law were  stirred up too. They ar rest ed Ste phen and  brought him 
to the San he drin. They  found wit ness es who were will ing to tell 
lies.  These li ars said, “This fel low nev er  stops speak ing  against this 
holy  place. He also  speaks  against the law. We have  heard him say 
that this  Jesus of Naz a reth will de stroy this  place. He says  Jesus 
will  change the prac tic es that Mo ses hand ed down to us.”
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All who were sit ting in the San he drin  looked  right at Ste phen. 
They saw that his face was like the face of an an gel.

He  looked up to heav en and saw  God’s glo ry. He saw  Jesus stand
ing at  God’s  right hand. “Look!” he said. “I see heav en open. The 
Son of Man is stand ing at  God’s  right hand.”

When the San he drin  heard this, they cov ered  their ears. They 
 yelled at the top of  their voic es. They all  rushed at him. They 
 dragged him out of the city. They be gan to  throw  stones at him to 
kill him. The peo ple who had  brought  false charg es  against Ste
phen took off  their  coats. They  placed them at the feet of a  young 
man  named Saul.

 While the mem bers of the San he drin were throw ing  stones at 
Ste phen, he  prayed. “Lord  Jesus, re ceive my spir it,” he said. Then 
he fell on his  knees. He  cried out, “Lord!  Don’t hold this sin  against 
them!” When he had said this, he died.

And Saul had  agreed with the San he drin that Ste phen  should 
die.

On that day the  church in Je ru sa lem be gan to be at tacked and 
treat ed bad ly. All ex cept the apos tles were scat tered through out 
Ju dea and Sa mar ia. God ly Jews bur ied Ste phen. They  mourned 
deep ly for him. But Saul be gan to de stroy the  church. He went 
from  house to  house. He  dragged away men and wom en and put 
them in pris on.

p
Mean while, Saul con tin ued to op pose the  Lord’s fol low ers. He  

said they  would be put to  death. He went to the high  priest. 
He asked the  priest for let ters to the syn a gogues in Da mas cus. He 
want ed to find men and wom en who be longed to the Way of  Jesus. 
The let ters  would al low him to take them as pris on ers to Je ru sa
lem. On his jour ney, Saul ap proached Da mas cus. Sud den ly a  light 
from heav en  flashed  around him. He fell to the  ground. He  heard 
a  voice  speak to him, “Saul! Saul! Why are you op pos ing me?”

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul  asked.
“I am  Jesus,” he re plied. “I am the one you are op pos ing. Now get 

up and go into the city.  There you will be told what you must do.”
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The men trav el ing with Saul  stood  there. They  weren’t able to 
 speak. They had  heard the  sound. But they  didn’t see any one. Saul 
got up from the  ground. He  opened his eyes, but he  couldn’t see. 
So they led him by the hand into Da mas cus. For  three days he was 
 blind. He  didn’t eat or  drink any thing.

In Da mas cus  there was a be liev er  named An a ni as. The Lord 
 called out to him in a vi sion. “An a ni as!” he said.

“Yes, Lord,” he an swered.
The Lord told him, “Go to the  house of Ju das on  Straight  Street. 

Ask for a man from Tar sus  named Saul. He is pray ing. In a vi sion 
Saul has seen a man come and  place his  hands on him. That  man’s 
name is An a ni as. In the vi sion, An a ni as  placed his  hands on Saul 
so he  could see  again.”

“Lord,” An a ni as an swered, “I’ve  heard many re ports  about this 
man. They say he has done  great harm to your holy peo ple in Je ru
sa lem. Now he has come here to ar rest all  those who wor ship you. 
The  chief  priests have giv en him au thor i ty to do this.”

But the Lord said to An a ni as, “Go! I have cho sen this man to 
work for me. He will an nounce my name to the Gen tiles and to 
 their  kings. He will also an nounce my name to the peo ple of Is ra el. 
I will show him how much he must suf fer for me.”

Then An a ni as went to the  house and en tered it. He  placed his 
 hands on Saul. “Broth er Saul,” he said, “you saw the Lord  Jesus. He 
ap peared to you on the road as you were com ing here. He has sent 
me so that you will be able to see  again. You will be  filled with the 
Holy Spir it.”  Right away some thing like  scales fell from  Saul’s eyes. 
And he  could see  again. He got up and was bap tized. Af ter eat ing 
some food, he got his  strength back.

Saul  spent sev er al days with the be liev ers in Da mas cus.  Right 
away he be gan to  preach in the syn a gogues. He  taught that  Jesus 
is the Son of God. All who  heard him were  amazed. They  asked, 
“ Isn’t he the man who  caused  great trou ble in Je ru sa lem?  Didn’t 
he make trou ble for  those who wor ship  Jesus?  Hasn’t he come 
here to take them as pris on ers to the  chief  priests?” But Saul grew 
more and more pow er ful. The Jews liv ing in Da mas cus  couldn’t 
be lieve what was hap pen ing. Saul  proved to them that  Jesus is the 
 Mes si ah.
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Then the  church through out Ju dea, Gal i lee and Sa mar ia en joyed a 
time of  peace. The  church was strength ened and grew larg er.  That’s 
be cause they wor shiped the Lord and the Holy Spir it  helped them.

p
A man  named Cor nel i us  lived in Caes a rea. He was a Ro man com

mand er in the Ital ian Reg i ment. Cor nel i us and all his fam i ly were 
faith ful and wor shiped God. He gave free ly to peo ple who were in 
need. He  prayed to God reg u lar ly. One day  about  three  o’clock in 
the af ter noon he had a vi sion. He saw clear ly an an gel of God. The 
an gel came to him and said, “Cor nel i us!”

Cor nel i us was  afraid. He  stared at the an gel. “What is it, Lord?” 
he  asked.

The an gel an swered, “Your  prayers and  gifts to poor peo ple are 
like an of fer ing to God. So he has re mem bered you. Now send men 
to Jop pa. Have them  bring back a man  named Si mon. He is also 
 called Pe ter. He is stay ing with an oth er Si mon, a man who  works 
with leath er. His  house is by the sea.”

The an gel who  spoke to him left. Then Cor nel i us  called two of 
his ser vants. He also  called a god ly sol dier who was one of his 
at ten dants. He told them ev ery thing that had hap pened. Then he 
sent them to Jop pa.

The men sent by Cor nel i us  found Si mon’s  house. Then Pe ter 
in vit ed the men into the  house to be his  guests.

The next day Pe ter went with the  three men. Some of the be liev
ers from Jop pa went  along. The fol low ing day he ar rived in Caes
a rea. Cor nel i us was ex pect ing them. He had  called to geth er his 
rel a tives and  close  friends. When Pe ter en tered the  house, Cor nel
i us met him. As a sign of re spect, he fell at Pe ter’s feet. But Pe ter 
made him get up. “ Stand up,” he said. “I am only a man my self.”

As he was talk ing with Cor nel i us, Pe ter went in side.  There he 
 found a  large  group of peo ple. He said to them, “You know that it is 
 against our law for a Jew to en ter a Gen tile home. A Jew  shouldn’t 
have any  close con tact with a Gen tile. But God has  shown me that 
I  should not say any one is not pure and ‘ clean.’ So when you sent 
for me, I came with out ask ing any ques tions. 
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“I now re al ize how true it is that God  treats ev ery one the same,” 
he said. “He ac cepts peo ple from ev ery na tion. He ac cepts any one 
who has re spect for him and does what is  right. You know the mes
sage God sent to the peo ple of Is ra el. It is the good news of  peace 
 through  Jesus  Christ. He is Lord of all. You know what has hap
pened all  through the area of Ju dea. It start ed in Gal i lee af ter John 
 preached  about bap tism. You know how God anoint ed  Jesus of 
Naz a reth with the Holy Spir it and with pow er.  Jesus went  around 
do ing good. He  healed all who were un der the dev il’s  pow er. God 
was with him.

“We are wit ness es of ev ery thing he did in the land of the Jews 
and in Je ru sa lem. They  killed him by nail ing him to a  cross. But on 
the  third day God  raised him from the dead. God al lowed  Jesus to 
be seen. But he  wasn’t seen by all the peo ple. He was seen only by 
us. We are wit ness es whom God had al ready cho sen. We ate and 
 drank with him af ter he rose from the dead. He com mand ed us to 
 preach to the peo ple. He told us to tell peo ple that he is the one 
ap point ed by God to  judge the liv ing and the dead. All the proph
ets tell  about him. They say that all who be lieve in him have  their 
sins for giv en  through his name.”

The apos tles and the be liev ers all  through Ju dea  heard that Gen
tiles had also re ceived  God’s word. They said, “So then, God has 
al lowed even Gen tiles to turn away from  their sins. He did this so 
that they  could live.”

p
 About this time, King Her od ar rest ed some peo ple who be longed 

to the  church. He  planned to make them suf fer great ly. He had  James 
 killed with a  sword.  James was  John’s broth er. Her od saw that the 
 death of  James  pleased some Jews. So he ar rest ed Pe ter also. This hap
pened dur ing the  Feast of Un leav ened  Bread. Af ter Her od ar rest ed 
Pe ter, he put him in pris on. Pe ter was  placed un der  guard. He was 
 watched by four  groups of four sol diers each. Her od  planned to put 
Pe ter on pub lic tri al. It  would take  place af ter the Pass over  Feast.

So Pe ter was kept in pris on. But the  church  prayed hard to God 
for him.
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It was the  night be fore Her od was go ing to  bring him to tri al. 
Pe ter was sleep ing be tween two sol diers. Two  chains held him 
 there. Look outs  stood  guard at the en trance. Sud den ly an an gel 
of the Lord ap peared. A  light  shone in the pris on cell. The an gel 
 struck Pe ter on his side. Pe ter woke up. “ Quick!” the an gel said. 
“Get up!” The  chains fell off Pe ter’s  wrists.

Then the an gel said to him, “Put on your  clothes and san dals.” 
Pe ter did so. “Put on your coat,” the an gel told him. “Fol low me.” 
Pe ter fol lowed him out of the pris on. But he had no idea that what 
the an gel was do ing was real ly hap pen ing. He  thought he was see
ing a vi sion. They  passed the  first and sec ond  guards. Then they 
came to the iron gate lead ing to the city. It  opened for them by 
it self. They went  through it. They  walked the  length of one  street. 
Sud den ly the an gel left Pe ter.

When Pe ter un der stood what had hap pened, he went to  Mary’s 
 house. Mary was the moth er of John Mark. Many peo ple had gath
ered in her home. They were pray ing  there. Pe ter  knocked at the 
out er en trance. A ser vant  named Rho da came to an swer the door. 
She rec og nized Pe ter’s  voice. She was so ex cit ed that she ran back 
with out open ing the door. “Pe ter is at the door!” she ex claimed.

Pe ter kept on knock ing. When they  opened the door and saw 
him, they were  amazed. Pe ter mo tioned with his hand for them 
to be qui et. He ex plained how the Lord had  brought him out of 
pris on. “Tell  James and the oth er broth ers and sis ters  about this,” 
he said. Then he went to an oth er  place.

But  God’s word con tin ued to  spread and many peo ple be lieved 
the mes sage.
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DAY 8

LUKE-ACTS , PART 8

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 8
In our last reading of Acts, Saul got a new job. He’s not putting 
Christians in jail anymore; he’s telling people about Jesus!

In today’s reading, Saul gets a new name, too. He and his friend 
Barnabas travel around, sharing the good news with everyone they 
meet, Jews and non-Jews. They say that Jesus loves everyone, no 
matter where they come from or what they look like.

But there are some people who don’t like this idea. See what 
happens when an argument breaks out over who to include in the 
church.

As you read, you might also notice that Luke, the writer of Acts, 
starts saying “we” a lot. That’s because partway through this reading, 
Luke joins up with Paul as one of his traveling companions.

p
Bar na bas and Saul were sent on  their way by the Holy Spir it. 

They went down to Se leu cia. From  there they  sailed to Cy prus. 
They ar rived at Sal a mis.  There they  preached  God’s word in the 
Jew ish syn a gogues. John was with them as  their help er.

From Pa phos, Paul and his com pan ions  sailed to Per ga in Pam
phyl ia.  There John Mark left them and re turned to Je ru sa lem. 
From Per ga they went on to Pi sid i an An ti och. On the Sab bath day 
they en tered the syn a gogue and sat down. The Law and the Proph
ets were read  aloud. Then the lead ers of the syn a gogue sent word 
to Paul and his com pan ions. They said, “Broth ers, do you have any 
 words of in struc tion for the peo ple? If you do,  please  speak.”
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Paul  stood up and mo tioned with his hand. Then he said, “Fel
low Is ra el ites, and you Gen tiles who wor ship God, lis ten to me! 
The God of Is ra el  chose our peo ple who  lived long ago. He  blessed 
them great ly  while they were in  Egypt. With his  mighty pow er he 
led them out of that coun try. He put up with  their be hav ior for 
 about 40  years in the des ert. And he de stroyed sev en na tions in 
Ca naan. Then he gave the land to his peo ple as  their right ful  share. 
All this took  about 450  years.

“Af ter this, God gave them judg es un til the time of Sam uel the 
proph et. Then the peo ple  asked for a king. He gave them Saul, son 
of Kish. Saul was from the  tribe of Ben ja min. He  ruled for 40  years. 
God re moved him and made Da vid  their king. Here is  God’s wit
ness  about him. ‘Da vid, son of Jes se, is a man dear to my  heart,’ he 
said. ‘Da vid will do ev ery thing I want him to do.’

“From this  man’s fam i ly line God has  brought to Is ra el the Sav
ior  Jesus. This is what he had prom ised. Be fore  Jesus came, John 
 preached that we  should turn away from our sins and be bap tized. 
He  preached this to all Is ra el. John was com ing to the end of his 
work. ‘Who do you sup pose I am?’ he said. ‘I am not the one you 
are look ing for. But  there is some one com ing af ter me. I am not 
good  enough to un tie his san dals.’

“Lis ten, fel low chil dren of Abra ham! Lis ten, you Gen tiles who 
wor ship God! This mes sage of sal va tion has been sent to us. The 
peo ple of Je ru sa lem and  their rul ers did not rec og nize  Jesus. By 
find ing him  guilty, they made the proph ets’  words come true. 
 These are read ev ery Sab bath day. The peo ple and  their rul ers 
had no rea son at all for sen tenc ing  Jesus to  death. But they  asked 
Pi late to have him  killed. They did ev ery thing that had been writ
ten  about  Jesus. Then they took him down from the  cross. They 
laid him in a tomb. But God  raised him from the dead. For many 
days he was seen by  those who had trav eled with him from Gal i lee 
to Je ru sa lem. Now they are tell ing our peo ple  about  Jesus.

“We are tell ing you the good news. What God prom ised our peo
ple long ago he has done for us,  their chil dren. He has  raised up 
 Jesus. This is what is writ ten in the sec ond  Psalm. It says,

  “ ‘You are my son.
  Today I have become your father.’  
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On the next Sab bath day, al most the  whole city gath ered. They 
gath ered to hear the word of the Lord. When the Jews saw the 
 crowds, they be came very jeal ous. They be gan to dis agree with 
what Paul was say ing. They said evil  things  against him.

Then Paul and Bar na bas an swered them bold ly. “We had to 
 speak  God’s word to you  first,” they said. “But you  don’t ac cept it. 
You  don’t  think you are good  enough for eter nal life. So now we 
are turn ing to the Gen tiles. This is what the Lord has com mand ed 
us to do. He said,

  “ ‘I have made you a light for the Gentiles.
  You will bring salvation to the whole earth.’ ”  

When the Gen tiles  heard this, they were glad. They hon ored the 
word of the Lord. All who were ap point ed for eter nal life be lieved.

p
Cer tain peo ple came down from Ju dea to An ti och. Here is what 

they were teach ing the be liev ers. “Mo ses com mand ed you to be 
cir cum cised,” they said. “If you  aren’t, you  can’t be  saved.” But 
Paul and Bar na bas  didn’t  agree with this. They ar gued strong ly 
with them. So Paul and Bar na bas were ap point ed to go up to Je ru
sa lem. Some oth er be liev ers were cho sen to go with them. They 
were told to ask the apos tles and el ders  about this ques tion. The 
 church sent them on  their way. They trav eled  through Phoe nic ia 
and Sa mar ia.  There they told how the Gen tiles had  turned to God. 
This news made all the be liev ers very glad. When they ar rived in 
Je ru sa lem, the  church wel comed them. The apos tles and el ders 
wel comed them too. Then Paul and Bar na bas re port ed ev ery thing 
God had done  through them.

Some of the be liev ers were Phar i sees. They  stood up and said, 
“The Gen tiles must be cir cum cised. They must obey the law of 
Mo ses.”

The apos tles and el ders met to con sid er this ques tion. Af ter they 
had  talked it over, Pe ter got up and  spoke to them. “Broth ers,” he 
said, “you know that some time ago God  chose me. He ap point ed 
me to take the good news to the Gen tiles. He want ed them to hear 
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the good news and be lieve. God  knows the hu man  heart. By giv
ing the Holy Spir it to the Gen tiles, he  showed that he ac cept ed 
them. He did the same for them as he had done for us. God  showed 
that  there is no dif fer ence be tween us and them.  That’s be cause he 
made  their  hearts pure be cause of  their  faith. Now then, why are 
you try ing to test God? You test him when you put a  heavy load on 
the shoul ders of Gen tiles. Our peo ple of long ago  couldn’t car ry 
that load. We  can’t ei ther. No! We be lieve we are  saved  through the 
 grace of our Lord  Jesus. The Gen tiles are  saved in the same way.”

Ev ery one be came qui et as they lis tened to Bar na bas and Paul. 
They were tell ing  about the  signs and won ders God had done 
 through them  among the Gen tiles. 

Then the apos tles, the el ders and the  whole  church de cid ed 
what to do. They  would  choose some of  their own men who were 
lead ers  among the be liev ers. They  would send them to An ti och 
with Paul and Bar na bas. So they  chose Ju das Bar sab bas and Si las. 
They were lead ers  among the be liev ers.

So the men were sent down to An ti och.  Ju das and Si las were 
proph ets. They said many  things to give  strength and hope to the 
be liev ers.

p
Some time lat er Paul  spoke to Bar na bas. “ Let’s go back to all the 

 towns  where we  preached the word of the Lord,” he said. “ Let’s 
vis it the be liev ers and see how they are do ing.” Bar na bas want ed 
to take John Mark with them. But Paul  didn’t  think it was wise 
to take him. Mark had de sert ed them in Pam phyl ia. He  hadn’t 
con tin ued with them in  their work. Bar na bas and Paul strong ly 
dis agreed with each oth er. So they went  their sep a rate ways. Bar
na bas took Mark and  sailed for Cy prus. But Paul  chose Si las. The 
be liev ers  asked the Lord to give his  grace to Paul and Si las as they 
went. Paul trav eled  through Syr ia and Ci li cia. He gave  strength to 
the church es  there.

Paul came to Der be. Then he went on to Lys tra. A be liev er  named 
Tim o thy  lived  there. His moth er was Jew ish and a be liev er. His 
fa ther was a  Greek. The be liev ers at Lys tra and Ico ni um said good 
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 things  about Tim o thy. Paul want ed to take him  along on the jour
ney. So he cir cum cised Tim o thy be cause of the Jews who  lived in 
that area. They all knew that Tim o thy’s fa ther was a  Greek. Paul 
and his com pan ions trav eled from town to town. They re port ed 
what the apos tles and el ders in Je ru sa lem had de cid ed. The peo
ple were sup posed to obey what was in the re port. So the church es 
were made  strong in the  faith. The num ber of be liev ers grew ev ery 
day.

p
Paul and his com pan ions trav eled all  through the area of Phryg ia 

and Ga la tia. The Holy Spir it had kept them from preach ing the 
word in Asia Mi nor. They came to the bor der of Mys ia. From  there 
they  tried to en ter Bi thyn ia. But the Spir it of  Jesus  would not let 
them. So they  passed by Mys ia. Then they went down to Tro as. 
Dur ing the  night Paul had a vi sion. He saw a man from Mac e do nia 
stand ing and beg ging him. “Come over to Mac e do nia!” the man 
said. “Help us!” Af ter Paul had seen the vi sion, we got  ready at 
once to  leave for Mac e do nia. We de cid ed that God had  called us 
to  preach the good news  there.

At Tro as we got into a boat. We  sailed  straight for Sam o thrace. 
The next day we went on to Ne ap o lis. From  there we trav eled to 
Phi lip pi, a Ro man col o ny. It is an im por tant city in that part of 
Mac e do nia. We  stayed  there sev er al days.

One day we were go ing to the  place of  prayer. On the way we 
were met by a fe male  slave. She had a spir it that  helped her tell 
peo ple what was go ing to hap pen. She  earned a lot of mon ey for 
her own ers by do ing this. She fol lowed Paul and the rest of us 
 around. She shout ed, “ These men  serve the Most High God. They 
are tell ing you how to be  saved.” She kept this up for many days. 
Fi nal ly Paul be came up set. Turn ing  around, he  spoke to the spir it 
that was in her. “In the name of  Jesus  Christ,” he said, “I com mand 
you to come out of her!” At that very mo ment the spir it left the 
wom an.

Her own ers re al ized that  their hope of mak ing mon ey was 
gone. So they  grabbed Paul and Si las. They  dragged them into the 
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 mar ket  place to face the au thor i ties. They  brought them to the 
judg es. “ These men are Jews,” her own ers said. “They are mak ing 
trou ble in our city. They are sug gest ing prac tic es that are  against 
Ro man law.  These are prac tic es we  can’t ac cept or take part in.”

The  crowd  joined the at tack  against Paul and Si las. The judg es 
or dered that Paul and Si las be  stripped and beat en with rods. They 
were  whipped with out mer cy. Then they were  thrown into pris on. 
The jail er was com mand ed to  guard them care ful ly. When he re
ceived  these or ders, he put Paul and Si las deep in side the pris on. 
He fas tened  their feet so they  couldn’t get away.

 About mid night Paul and Si las were pray ing. They were also 
sing ing  hymns to God. The oth er pris on ers were lis ten ing to 
them. Sud den ly  there was a pow er ful earth quake. It  shook the 
pris on from top to bot tom. All at once the pris on  doors flew open. 
Ev ery one’s  chains came  loose. The jail er woke up. He saw that the 
pris on  doors were open. He  pulled out his  sword and was go ing to 
kill him self. He  thought the pris on ers had es caped. “ Don’t harm 
your self!” Paul shout ed. “We are all here!”

The jail er  called out for some  lights. He  rushed in, shak ing with 
fear. He fell down in  front of Paul and Si las. Then he  brought them 
out. He  asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be  saved?”

They re plied, “Be lieve in the Lord  Jesus. Then you and ev ery one 
liv ing in your  house will be  saved.” They  spoke the word of the 
Lord to him. They also  spoke to all the oth ers in his  house. At that 
hour of the  night, the jail er took Paul and Si las and  washed  their 
 wounds.  Right away he and ev ery one who  lived with him were 
bap tized. The jail er  brought them into his  house. He set a meal 
in  front of them. He and ev ery one who  lived with him were  filled 
with joy. They had be come be liev ers in God.
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DAY 9

LUKE-ACTS , PART 9

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 9
Paul spent two years in the city of Ephesus, telling people about Jesus. 
But he had even bigger plans. He wanted to take the good news to 
Rome, the capital city of the mighty Roman Empire.

p
 Paul took the road to Eph e sus. When he ar rived, he  found some 

be liev ers  there.
Paul en tered the syn a gogue.  There he  spoke bold ly for  three 

 months. He gave good rea sons for be liev ing the  truth  about  God’s 
king dom. But some of them  wouldn’t lis ten. They re fused to 
be lieve. In pub lic they said evil  things  about the Way of  Jesus. So 
Paul left them. He took the be liev ers with him. Each day he  talked 
with peo ple in the lec ture hall of Ty ran nus. This went on for two 
 years. So all the Jews and  Greeks who  lived in Asia Mi nor  heard 
the word of the Lord.

God did amaz ing mir a cles  through Paul. Even hand ker chiefs 
and  aprons that had  touched him were tak en to  those who were 
sick. When this hap pened,  their sick ness es were  healed and evil 
spir its left them.

Some Jews went  around driv ing out evil spir its. They  tried to use 
the name of the Lord  Jesus to set free  those who were con trolled 
by de mons. They said, “In  Jesus’ name I com mand you to come 
out. He is the  Jesus that Paul is preach ing  about.” Sev en sons of 
Sce va were do ing this. Sce va was a Jew ish  chief  priest. One day the 
evil spir it an swered them, “I know  Jesus. And I know  about Paul. 
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But who are you?” Then the man who had the evil spir it  jumped 
on Sce va’s sons. He over pow ered them all. He gave them a ter ri ble 
beat ing. They ran out of the  house na ked and bleed ing.

The Jews and  Greeks liv ing in Eph e sus  heard  about this. They 
were all over come with fear. They held the name of the Lord  Jesus 
in high hon or. Many who be lieved now came and open ly ad mit ted 
what they had done. A num ber of  those who had prac ticed evil 
mag ic  brought  their  scrolls to geth er. They set them on fire out in 
the open. They add ed up the val ue of the  scrolls. The  scrolls were 
 worth more than some one  could earn in two life times. The word 
of the Lord  spread ev ery where. It be came more and more pow er
ful.

p
Af ter all this had hap pened, Paul de cid ed to go to Je ru sa lem. He 

went  through Mac e do nia and Acha ia. “Af ter I have been to Je ru
sa lem,” he said, “I must vis it Rome also.” He sent Tim o thy and 
Eras tus, two of his help ers, to Mac e do nia. But he  stayed a lit tle 
lon ger in Asia Mi nor.

At that time many peo ple be came very up set  about the Way of 
 Jesus.  There was a man  named De me tri us who made  things out of 
sil ver. He made sil ver mod els of the tem ple of the god dess Ar te
mis. He  brought in a lot of busi ness for the oth er  skilled work
ers  there. One day he  called them to geth er. He also  called oth ers 
who were in the same kind of busi ness. “My  friends,” he said, “you 
know that we make good mon ey from our work. You have seen 
and  heard what this fel low Paul is do ing. He has  talked to  large 
num bers of peo ple here in Eph e sus. Al most ev ery where in Asia 
Mi nor he has led peo ple away from our gods. He says that the gods 
made by hu man  hands are not gods at all. Our work is in dan ger 
of los ing its good name. Peo ple’s  faith in the tem ple of the  great 
god dess Ar te mis will be weak ened. Now she is wor shiped all over 
Asia Mi nor and the  whole  world. But soon she will be  robbed of 
her great ness.”

When they  heard this, they be came very an gry. They be gan 
shout ing, “ Great is Ar te mis of the Ephe si ans!” Soon peo ple were 
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mak ing trou ble in the  whole city. They all  rushed into the the ater. 
They  dragged Ga ius and Ar is tar chus  along with them.  These two 
men had come with Paul from Mac e do nia. Paul want ed to ap pear 
in  front of the  crowd. But the be liev ers  wouldn’t let him. Some of 
the of fi cials in Asia Mi nor were  friends of Paul. They sent him a 
mes sage, beg ging him not to go into the the ater.

The  crowd  didn’t know what was go ing on. Some were shout ing 
one  thing and some an oth er. Most of the peo ple  didn’t even know 
why they were  there. The Jews in the  crowd  pushed Al ex an der 
to the  front. They  tried to tell him what to say. But he mo tioned 
for them to be qui et. He was  about to give the peo ple rea sons for 
his ac tions. But then they re al ized that he was a Jew. So they all 
shout ed the same  thing for  about two  hours. “ Great is Ar te mis of 
the Ephe si ans!” they  yelled.

The city  clerk qui et ed the  crowd down. “Peo ple of Eph e sus!” he 
said. “The city of Eph e sus  guards the tem ple of the  great Ar te mis. 
The  whole  world  knows this. They know that Eph e sus  guards her 
stat ue,  which fell from heav en.  These  facts  can’t be ques tioned. So 
calm down.  Don’t do any thing fool ish.  These men  haven’t  robbed 
any tem ples. They  haven’t said evil  things  against our fe male god. 
But you have  brought them here any how. De me tri us and the oth er 
 skilled work ers may feel they have been  wronged by some one. Let 
them  bring charg es. The  courts are open. We have our gov er nors. 
Is  there any thing else you want to  bring up? Set tle it in a  court 
of law. As it is, we are in dan ger of be ing  charged with a  crime. 
We  could be  charged with caus ing all this trou ble to day.  There is 
no rea son for it. So we  wouldn’t be able to ex plain what has hap
pened.” Af ter he said this, he sent the peo ple away.

p
All the trou ble came to an end. Then Paul sent for the be liev ers. 

Af ter en cour ag ing them, he said good bye. He then left for Mac
e do nia. He trav eled  through that area, speak ing many  words of 
hope to the peo ple. Fi nal ly he ar rived in  Greece.  There he  stayed 
for  three  months. He was just  about to sail for Syr ia. But some Jews 
were mak ing  plans  against him. So he de cid ed to go back  through 
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Mac e do nia. So pa ter, son of Pyr rhus, from Be rea went with him. 
Ar is tar chus and Se cun dus from Thes sa lo ni ca, Ga ius from Der be, 
and Tim o thy went too. Tych i cus and Troph i mus from Asia Mi nor 
also went with him.  These men went on  ahead. They wait ed for us 
at Tro as. But we  sailed from Phi lip pi af ter the  Feast of Un leav ened 
 Bread. Five days lat er we  joined the oth ers at Tro as. We  stayed 
 there for sev en days.

On the  first day of the week we met to  break  bread and eat 
to geth er. Paul  spoke to the peo ple. He kept on talk ing un til mid
night be cause he  planned to  leave the next day.  There were many 
 lamps in the room up stairs  where we were meet ing. A  young man 
 named Eu ty chus was sit ting in a win dow. He sank into a deep 
 sleep as Paul  talked on and on.  Sound  asleep, Eu ty chus fell from 
the  third  floor. When they  picked him up from the  ground, he was 
dead. Paul went down and  threw him self on the  young man. He 
put his arms  around him. “ Don’t be  alarmed,” he told them. “He’s 
 alive!” Then Paul went up stairs  again. He  broke  bread and ate with 
them. He kept on talk ing un til day light. Then he left. The peo ple 
took the  young man home. They were great ly com fort ed be cause 
he was  alive.

p
We went on  ahead to the ship. We  sailed for As sos.  There we 

were go ing to take Paul on  board. He had  planned it this way 
be cause he want ed to go to As sos by land. So he met us  there. 
We took him on  board and went on to Mit y le ne. The next day we 
sailed from  there. We ar rived near Chi os. The day af ter that we 
 crossed over to Sa mos. We ar rived at Mi le tus the next day. Paul 
had de cid ed to sail past Eph e sus. He  didn’t want to  spend time 
in Asia Mi nor. He was in a hur ry to get to Je ru sa lem. If he  could, 
he want ed to be  there by the day of Pen te cost.

From Mi le tus, Paul sent for the el ders of the  church at Eph e sus. 
When they ar rived, he  spoke to them. “You know how I  lived the 
 whole time I was with you,” he said. “From the  first day I came 
into Asia Mi nor, I  served the Lord with  tears and with out  pride. 
I  served him when I was great ly test ed. I was test ed by the evil 
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 plans of the Jews who dis agreed with me. You know that noth
ing has kept me from preach ing what ev er  would help you. I have 
 taught you in pub lic and from  house to  house. I have told both 
Jews and  Greeks that they must turn away from  their sins to God. 
They must have  faith in our Lord  Jesus.

“Now I am go ing to Je ru sa lem. The Holy Spir it com pels me. I 
 don’t know what will hap pen to me  there. I only know that in 
ev ery city the Spir it  warns me. He  tells me that I will face pris on 
and suf fer ing. But my life  means noth ing to me. My only goal is 
to fin ish the race. I want to com plete the work the Lord  Jesus has 
giv en me. He  wants me to tell oth ers  about the good news of  God’s 
 grace.

“I have  spent time with you preach ing  about the king dom. I 
know that none of you will ever see me  again. So I tell you to day 
that I am not  guilty if any of you  don’t be lieve. I  haven’t let any
one keep me from tell ing you ev ery thing God  wants you to do. 
Keep  watch over your selves. Keep  watch over all the be liev ers. The 
Holy Spir it has made you lead ers over them. Be shep herds of  God’s 
 church. He  bought it with his own  blood. I know that af ter I  leave, 
wild  wolves will come in  among you. They  won’t  spare any of the 
 sheep. Even men from your own peo ple will rise up and  twist the 
 truth. They want to get the be liev ers to fol low them. So be on your 
 guard! Re mem ber that for  three  years I nev er  stopped warn ing 
you.  Night and day I  warned each of you with  tears.

Paul fin ished speak ing. Then he got down on his  knees with all 
of them and  prayed. They all wept as they  hugged and  kissed him. 
Paul had said that they  would nev er see him  again.  That’s what 
hurt them the most. Then they went with him to the ship.
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DAY 10

LUKE-ACTS , PART 10

introduction to Luke-Acts, part 10
Paul had lots of enemies who wanted him dead. In today’s  
reading, they hatch their plan to put a stop to him once and  
for all. Pay attention to what happens when Paul is arrested, and 
notice how he uses the situation to realize his dream of preaching  
in Rome.

p
When we ar rived in Je ru sa lem, the broth ers and sis ters gave us 

a warm wel come. The next day Paul and the rest of us went to 
see  James. All the el ders were  there. Paul greet ed them. Then he 
re port ed ev ery thing God had done  among the Gen tiles  through 
his work.

Some Jews from Asia Mi nor saw Paul at the tem ple. They  stirred 
up the  whole  crowd and  grabbed Paul. “Fel low Is ra el ites, help us!” 
they shout ed. “This is the man who teach es ev ery one in all plac es 
 against our peo ple. He  speaks  against our law and  against this 
holy  place. Be sides, he has  brought  Greeks into the tem ple. He has 
made this holy  place ‘un clean.’ ” They said this be cause they had 
seen Troph i mus the Ephe si an in the city with Paul. They  thought 
Paul had  brought him into the tem ple.

The  whole city was  stirred up. Peo ple came run ning from all 
di rec tions. They  grabbed Paul and  dragged him out of the tem ple. 
 Right away the tem ple  gates were shut. The peo ple were try ing to 
kill Paul. But news  reached the com mand er of the Ro man  troops. 
He  heard that peo ple were mak ing trou ble in the  whole city of 

9780310761310_int_NIRV_Books_of_Bible_New_Testament_FINAL.indd   71 6/19/17   10:39 AM



7 2  Day  1 0  •  Lu k e -a c ts ,  pa rt  1 0

Je ru sa lem.  Right away he took some of fi cers and sol diers with 
him. They ran down to the  crowd. The peo ple caus ing the trou
ble saw the com mand er and his sol diers. So they  stopped beat ing 
Paul.

The com mand er came up and ar rest ed Paul. He or dered him to 
be held with two  chains. Then he  asked who Paul was and what 
he had done. Some in the  crowd shout ed one  thing, some an oth er. 
But the com mand er  couldn’t get the  facts be cause of all the  noise. 
But then the mob be came so wild that he had to be car ried by the 
sol diers. The  crowd that fol lowed kept shout ing, “Get rid of him!”

They shout ed and  threw off  their  coats. They  threw dust into 
the air. So the com mand ing of fi cer or dered that Paul be tak en into 
the fort. He gave or ders for Paul to be  whipped and ques tioned. 
He want ed to find out why the peo ple were shout ing at him like 
this. A com mand er was stand ing  there as they  stretched Paul out 
to be  whipped. Paul said to him, “Does the law al low you to whip a 
Ro man cit i zen who  hasn’t even been  found  guilty?”

When the com mand er  heard this, he went to the com mand
ing of fi cer and re port ed it. “What are you go ing to do?” the com
mand er  asked. “This man is a Ro man cit i zen.”

 Right away  those who were  about to ques tion him left. Even the 
of fi cer was  alarmed. He re al ized that he had put Paul, a Ro man 
cit i zen, in  chains.

The com mand ing of fi cer want ed to find out ex act ly what the 
Jews had  against Paul. So the next day he let Paul out of pris on. 
He or dered a meet ing of the  chief  priests and all the mem bers of 
the San he drin. Then he  brought Paul and had him  stand in  front 
of them. 

The peo ple ar gu ing were get ting out of con trol. The com mand
ing of fi cer was  afraid that Paul  would be torn to piec es by them. So 
he or dered the sol diers to go down and take him away from them 
by  force. The of fi cer had told them to  bring Paul into the fort.

The next  night the Lord  stood near Paul. He said, “Be  brave! You 
have told peo ple  about me in Je ru sa lem. You must do the same in 
Rome.”

p
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The next morn ing some Jews gath ered se cret ly to make  plans 
 against Paul. They made a prom ise to them selves. They prom ised 
that they  would not eat or  drink any thing un til they  killed him. 
More than 40 men took part in this plan. They went to the  chief 
 priests and the el ders. They said, “We have made a spe cial prom
ise to God. We will not eat any thing un til we have  killed Paul. Now 
then, you and the San he drin must make an ap peal to the com
mand ing of fi cer. Ask him to  bring Paul to you. Pre tend you want 
more  facts  about his case. We are  ready to kill him be fore he gets 
here.”

But  Paul’s neph ew  heard  about this plan. So he went into the fort 
and told Paul.

Then Paul  called one of the com mand ers. He said to him, “Take 
this  young man to the com mand ing of fi cer. He has some thing to 
tell him.” So the com mand er took  Paul’s neph ew to the of fi cer.

The com mand er said, “Paul, the pris on er, sent for me. He  asked 
me to  bring this  young man to you. The  young man has some thing 
to tell you.”

The com mand ing of fi cer took the  young man by the hand. He 
 spoke to him in pri vate. “What do you want to tell me?” the of fi cer 
 asked.

He said, “Some Jews have  agreed to ask you to  bring Paul to the 
San he drin to mor row. They will pre tend they want more  facts 
 about him.  Don’t give in to them. More than 40 of them are wait
ing in hid ing to at tack him. They have prom ised that they will not 
eat or  drink any thing un til they have  killed him. They are  ready 
now. All they need is for you to  bring Paul to the San he drin.”

The com mand ing of fi cer let the  young man go. But he gave him 
a warn ing. “ Don’t tell any one you have re port ed this to me,” he 
said.

Then the com mand ing of fi cer  called for two of his com mand ers. 
He or dered them, “Gath er a com pa ny of 200 sol diers, 70 horse
men and 200 men  armed with  spears. Get them  ready to go to 
Caes a rea at nine  o’clock to night. Pro vide hors es for Paul so that 
he may be tak en safe ly to Gov er nor Fe lix.”

p
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Two  years  passed. Por ci us Fes tus took the  place of Fe lix. But 
Fe lix want ed to do the Jews a fa vor. So he left Paul in pris on.

 Three days af ter Fes tus ar rived, he went up from Caes a rea to 
Je ru sa lem.  There the  chief  priests and the Jew ish lead ers came to 
Fes tus. They  brought  their charg es  against Paul. They  tried very 
hard to get Fes tus to have Paul tak en to Je ru sa lem. They  asked for 
this as a fa vor. They were plan ning to hide and at tack Paul  along 
the way. They want ed to kill him. Fes tus an swered, “Paul is be ing 
held at Caes a rea. Soon I’ll be go ing  there my self. Let some of your 
lead ers come with me. If the man has done any thing  wrong, they 
can  bring charg es  against him  there.”

Fes tus  spent  eight or ten days in Je ru sa lem with them. Then he 
went down to Caes a rea. The next day he  called the  court to geth
 er. He or dered Paul to be  brought to him. When Paul ar rived, the 
Jews who had come down from Je ru sa lem  stood  around him. They 
 brought many  strong charg es  against him. But they  couldn’t  prove 
that  these charg es were true.

Then Paul  spoke up for him self. He said, “I’ve done noth ing 
 wrong  against the law of the Jews or  against the tem ple. I’ve done 
noth ing  wrong  against Cae sar.”

But Fes tus want ed to do the Jews a fa vor. So he said to Paul, “Are 
you will ing to go up to Je ru sa lem? Are you will ing to go on tri al 
 there? Are you will ing to face  these charg es in my  court?”

Paul an swered, “I’m al ready stand ing in Cae sar’s  court. This is 
 where I  should go on tri al. I  haven’t done any thing  wrong to the 
Jews. You your self know that very well. If I am  guilty of any thing 
wor thy of  death, I’m will ing to die. But the charg es  brought  against 
me by  these Jews are not true. No one has the  right to hand me 
over to them. I make my ap peal to Cae sar!”

Fes tus  talked it over with the mem bers of his  court. Then  
he said, “You have made an ap peal to Cae sar. To Cae sar you will 
go!”

p
It was de cid ed that we  would sail for It a ly. Paul and some oth

er pris on ers were hand ed over to a Ro man com mand er  named 
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 Jul ius. He be longed to the Im pe ri al  Guard. We board ed a ship from 
Ad ra myt ti um. It was  about to sail for  ports  along the  coast of Asia 
Mi nor. We head ed out to sea. Ar is tar chus was with us. He was a 
Mac e do ni an from Thes sa lo ni ca.

A gen tle  south wind be gan to blow. The  ship’s crew  thought 
they saw  their  chance to  leave safe ly. So they  pulled up the an chor 
and  sailed  along the  shore of  Crete. Be fore very long, a wind blew 
down from the is land. It had the  force of a hur ri cane. It was  called 
the North east er. The ship was  caught by the  storm. We  could not 
keep it sail ing into the wind. So we gave up and were driv en  along 
by the wind. We  passed the calm er side of a  small is land  called 
Cau da. We al most lost the life boat that was tied to the side of the 
ship. So the men lift ed the life boat on  board. Then they tied  ropes 
un der the ship it self to hold it to geth er. They were  afraid it  would 
get  stuck on the sand bars of Syr tis. So they low ered the sea an chor 
and let the ship be driv en  along. We took a very bad beat ing from 
the  storm. The next day the crew be gan to  throw the  ship’s con
tents over board. On the  third day, they even  threw the  ship’s  tools 
and sup plies over board with  their own  hands. The sun and  stars 
 didn’t ap pear for many days. The  storm was ter ri ble. So we gave 
up all hope of be ing  saved.

The men had not eat en for a long time. Paul  stood up in  front of 
them. “Men,” he said, “you  should have tak en my ad vice not to sail 
from  Crete. Then you  would have avoid ed this harm and loss. Now 
I beg you to be  brave. Not one of you will die. Only the ship will 
be de stroyed. I be long to God and  serve him. Last  night his an gel 
 stood be side me. The an gel said, ‘Do not be  afraid, Paul. You must 
go on tri al in  front of Cae sar. God has  shown his  grace by spar ing 
the  lives of all  those sail ing with you.’ Men, con tin ue to be  brave. 
I have  faith in God. It will hap pen just as he told me. But we must 
run the ship onto the  beach of some is land.”

When day light came, they saw a bay with a  sandy  beach. They 
 didn’t rec og nize the  place. But they de cid ed to run the ship onto 
the  beach if they  could. So they cut the an chors  loose and left 
them in the sea. At the same time, they un tied the  ropes that held 
the rud ders. They lift ed the sail at the  front of the ship to the wind. 
Then they head ed for the  beach. But the ship hit a sand bar. So the 
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 front of it got  stuck and  wouldn’t move. The back of the ship was 
bro ken to piec es by the pound ing of the  waves.

The sol diers  planned to kill the pris on ers. They want ed to keep 
them from swim ming away and es cap ing. But the com mand er 
want ed to save  Paul’s life. So he kept the sol diers from car ry ing out 
 their plan. He or dered  those who  could swim to jump over board 
 first and swim to land. The rest were sup posed to get  there on 
 boards or oth er piec es of the ship. That is how ev ery one  reached 
land safe ly.

When we were safe on  shore, we  found out that the is land was 
 called Mal ta. The peo ple of the is land were un usu al ly kind. It was 
rain ing and cold. So they  built a fire and wel comed all of us. When 
we were  ready to sail, they gave us the sup plies we need ed.

Af ter  three  months we head ed out to sea. When we got to Rome, 
Paul was al lowed to live by him self. But a sol dier guard ed him.

For two  whole  years Paul  stayed  there in a  house he rent ed. He 
wel comed all who came to see him. He  preached bold ly  about 
 God’s king dom. He  taught peo ple  about the Lord  Jesus  Christ. And 
no one  could keep him from teach ing and preach ing  about  these 
 things.
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